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Don't miss your chance to drive away a Fabia or Fabia Estate with 0% VAT at 

Order your 
SKODA Fabia 
today(before 
they're all gone) 

y 

□ Motorline SKODA 
Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind. Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

SKODA 

*Reduction equivalent to the VAT element of the RRP. VAT is still applicable and will appear on the invoice, Offer available on current SKODA Fabia retail orders placed by 31st December 2014, subject to availability, Offer excludes SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.212V 69PS model with 
metallic paint and spare steel wheel £9,595 OTR and New Generation SKODA Fabia models. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Discount only applies to the base price of the vehicle. Optional specification not included with this offer, Offer may be varied or 
withdrawn at any time and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Participating retailers only, Model shown is Fabia Hatch 1.2 Elegance TSI105PS 5G available at £14,295 RRP before reduction. Car shown with optional metallic paint at £525. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Fabia range: Urban 36.7 (7.7) to 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 54.3 (52) to 942 (3.0), Combined 45.6 (62) to 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions 148 to 88g/km. Standard EU test figures 
for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 















SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 


THE NEW ATTENTION 
STEALING SKODA FABIA 
COMING SOON 




The third-generation SKODA Fabia is more dynamic and more expressive. It's stylish and economical - the new Fabia is 
designed with passion, For more information or to be one of the first to take a test-drive please call Motorline SKODA, 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est, 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ 


□ 

□ 


Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ 


II 

□ 


Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Floath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


Model shown is SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1,0 MPI 75PS £12,760 with black colour concept £500, race blue metallic pearlescent paint £535, panoramic sunroof package £600, sunset glass from B-pillar 
back £180, front LED running lights £190, front fog lights £170 and Savio alloys (aftersales accessories) £800. Total cost £15,735. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 46,3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3,1); Combined 58.8 (4.8) to 83.1 
(3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Get ready to embrace a 
year full of opportunity 


WHEN I was young I rather resented 
the dawning of a new year. It 
represented a return to normality 
after weeks of anticipation of the 
festive season. 

What’s more, New Year’s Eve was the 
one night of the year where the ‘best 
time ever’ was always expected and 
could rarely live up to the hype. 

As you emerged, hungover and 
blinking into the bright light of 
whatever year had just arrived, the 
overriding feeling was a sense of 
dread as the winter months stretched 
ahead and Christmas seemed, 
already, like a distant memory. gEk 
Truly, it was the realisation of Jr 
a bleak midwinter. 

The passing of the years 
changes you, however. 

Today, as much as I still love 
the festive season, the 
prospect of January 1 fills me 
with a rare sense of 
anticipation. 

Not only can I 
take down the 
Christmas tree 


which has been shedding its needles 
for the past two weeks until the 
bottom branches look like a plucked 
turkey, and strip away all that tinsel, 
but the year stretches ahead full of 
promise and the knowledge that 
spring, full of bright days and mild 
breezes, is just around the corner. 

A new year allows the past 12 
months to be filed away, for triumphs 
and despair to be consigned to 
history. It provides a platform of 
opportunity, of fresh starts on a 
clean slate, new challenges, or 
simply continuing to build on 
strong foundations - whether 
that’s on a personal or 
professional level. 

It’s something we should 
all relish. 

So when you raise a glass 
this week to bid farewell to 2014 
and welcome 2015, do so with a 
glad heart and with 

excitement in your 
veins. From us all, 
have a wonderful 
new year. 

■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Ukip councillor expelled 
over ‘racist language’ 

By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


MYSTERY shrouds the departure 
of a Kent Ukip councillor who was 
summarily expelled from the party 
this week after being accused of 
using “highly racially offensive 
language”. 

Rozanne Duncan, who was 
Ukip’s deputy leader on Thanet 
District Council, was thrown out 
on Sunday “for bringing the party 
into disrepute”. 

However, no-one knows what 
she actually said. 

The comments were made in an 
interview with the BBC which has 
yet to be broadcast. 

Although the broadcaster 
reported on Monday that Mrs 
Duncan was “understood to have 
used highly racially offensive 
language” during filming for the 
documentary, due to be shown in 
February, both the BBC and Ukip 
are remaining tight-lipped over the 
precise nature of the remarks. 

The party merely confirmed that 
it was expelling her “under rule 15 
of the constitution for bringing the 
party into disrepute”. 

Speculation was rife about what 



M /M 



OUT: Rozanne Duncan was booted out of Ukip as Nigel Farage’s party was dealt another embarrassment 


Mrs Duncan had said - which, 
given the myriad controversies 
Ukip members have weathered in 
the past, is assumed to be reason¬ 
ably incendiary. 

Mrs Duncan, who represents 
Cliftonville East ward in South 
Thanet, where party leader Nigel 
Farage is standing in the general 
election in May, had already been 
in trouble in August when she 
accidentally let slip that Mr 
Farage was on the shortlist of 


potential candidates for the 
constituency. 

However, he was seen giving her 
a hug at the hustings, suggesting 
that the incident was over and 
done with. 

Mrs Duncan, who has 28 days to 
appeal against her expulsion, was 
unavailable for comment. 

The festive foul-up comes just 
days after Thurrock general 
election candidate Kerry Smith 
stood down from Ukip after being 


recorded using homophobic 
language and calling a Chinese 
person a “chinky”. 

Thanet Council confirmed that 
Mrs Duncan had not resigned her 
seat. 

The luckless Cliftonville East 
ward was formerly represented by 
the then-council leader Sandy 
Ezekiel, who was jailed last year for 
misconduct in a public office. Mrs 
Duncan was elected in the 
resulting by-election. 


Family’s warning after 
diabetic driver causes 
tragic death on the A2 


A DIABETIC driver who failed to check 
his blood sugar levels, which resulted 
in a fatal crash, has been jailed. 

Charles Maxted, of Glen Walk in 
Yorkletts, pleaded guilty to causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

A type one diabetic, he had suffered 
a medical episode at the wheel which 
caused the death of cyclist Graham 
Epps, a 29-year-old IT worker from 
Canterbury, on the A2 in 2012. 

The 53-year-old appeared at 
Maidstone Crown Court this week, 
where he was handed a 15-month 
prison sentence and banned from 
driving for 20 years. 

The crash happened on the 
coastbound A2 at Boughton, just 
before Gate services, at 7.40pm on 
August 3, 2012. Mr Epps was hit by 
Maxted’s Vauxhall Meriva. He died 
at the scene. 

Inspector Martin Stevens said: 
“Maxted, a type one diabetic for most 
of his adult life, had been significant¬ 
ly lax in his daytime testing regime. 

“The sentence imposed should 


serve as a reminder to all driving 
licence holders that the consequenc¬ 
es of driving when not fit are truly 
devastating.” 

Mr Epps’ family said that his death 
would affect them for the rest of their 
lives. 

In a statement, they said: “It is 
every driver’s responsibility not only 
to drive safely but to ensure they are 
fit to be behind the wheel before they 
drive. 

“In our Graham’s case, tragically, 
this did not happen. 

“That evening, Graham was given 
a life sentence. No sentence given to 
the driver would ever change the 
events of that evening. 

“So many lives are deeply affected 
by one such event, lives that will 
never be the same. 

“We want to prevent this happen¬ 
ing to others. 

“In Graham’s memory, we wish to 
raise awareness, so that one good 
thing can come from this tragic 
event.” 


Meat cleaver attacker has 
his sentence increased 


THE Court of Appeal has upped 
the sentence of a man who attacked 
his victim with a hammer, meat 
cleaver and kitchen knife. 

Fawad Ahinger, from Graves¬ 
end, was convicted of assault 
occasioning actual bodily harm 
and wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm. 

He was given a three-and-a-half- 
year sentence. 


But that sentence has now been 
quashed after being ruled unduly 
lenient and raised to five-and-a-half 
years. 

Ahinger carried out a premedi¬ 
tated attack on his victim in a park. 
He then lured his victim to a nearby 
flat. 

He believed his victim had 
burgled his house a few days 
earlier - a claim the victim denied. 


Shops set for bumper crowd 
as sales frenzy accelerates 


SHOPPING centres are bracing 
themselves for one of the busiest 
periods of the retail year as the 
sales unleash the bargains and the 
crowds. 

Shoppers camped out in the early 
hours of Boxing Day morning at 
some sites in a bid to bag a great 
festive deal. 

But the main rush is expected to 
be from this weekend, as shoppers 


flock for some retail therapy to 
work off the festive excess. 

The Bluewater shopping centre, 
in Greenhithe, is expecting around 
£2 million through the tills purely 
through the redemption of gift 
cards bought as presents in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas. 

Its general manager Robert 
Goodman said: 1 ‘We are ready for 
a bumper sales period.’ ’ 
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HMS Kent involved in military strikes against IS 


ROYAL Navy frigate the HMS Kent is spending the 
festive season in the Gulf supporting ongoing air 
strikes against Islamic State. 

The Portsmouth-based ship, which has become 
associated with Kent, forms part of a US Navy carrier 
battle group which includes two Sea King helicopters, 
and support ships. Heading Carrier Strike Group One 


is the USS Carl Vison, whose F/A 18 Hornets have been 
striking at key IS targets as part of Operation Inherent 
Resolve. 

The Sea Kings have been using their radars to give 
the group early warning of any threats by sea or air. 

More than 300 sailors, air crew and Royal Marines 
are involved in the action. 



War declared on pothole 
invasion as government 
pays £150m to fight them 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


KENT and Medway are to be given 
more than £150 million to improve 
and maintain roads - including fix¬ 
ing the dreaded potholes - over the 
next six years. 

Transport Secretary Patrick 
McLoughlin announced on Tuesday 
that Kent would receive £142 million 
and Medway would receive £13 mil¬ 
lion. 

The cash is part of a £4.7 billion 
programme of funding across Eng¬ 
land. 

It is hoped that the cash will mean 
the authorities can respond swiftly to 
the annual problem of potholes, 
caused by water seeping into roads. 

Across the south east, the invest¬ 
ment amounts to £130 million a 
year, enough to fix around 2.4 mil¬ 
lion potholes across the region. 

It is the first time councils have 
been given locked-in funding over 
this length of time, which will help 
them plan ahead and save money for 



DANGER: Roads face repairs 


the taxpayer. 

Patrick McLoughlin said: “Roads 
play a significant part in everyday 
life. 

“Poorly maintained roads, blighted 


by potholes, are a menace to all road 
users, particularly during the festive 
period as people travel to see family 
and friends. 

“It is vital we have good quality 
roads. This government has already 
spent £1 billion more on local roads 
maintenance than the previous par¬ 
liament. 

“This huge investment is part of 
our long term economic plan to en¬ 
sure we have a transport network fit 
for the 21st century.” 

The Department for Transport al¬ 
locates funding to local authorities 
based on need, so councils with 
more roads get more money. 

More than £4.7 billion will be 
shared between 115 councils, while 
a further £575 milliom will be avail¬ 
able to repair and maintain infra¬ 
structure such as bridges and street 
lights. 

Some £578 million has also been 
set aside from 2016 to reward coun¬ 
cils which are considered to have 
carried out particularly cost-effec¬ 
tive improvements. 


IN TOWN : Presenters were in Kent 

Top Gear trio 
film scenes for 
show at lake 


PRESENTERS from the hit BBC show 
Top Gear were back in Kent this week 
filming for their upcoming series. 

Stars Jeremy Clarkson, Richard 
Hammond and James May were all 
spotted filming at Chipstead Lake near 
Sevenoaks on Monday. 

Filming revolved around the lake and 
the sailing club. 

It is believed the filming was part of 
one of the team’s stunts which feature 
on the popular motoring show. 

Residents were first alerted to the film 
crew when a helicopter landed on the 
recreation ground in Chevening Road at 
around 8.30am. 

Filming then took place throughout 
the morning, with the presenters seen to 
travel on the lake in an inflatable craft. 

A 4x4 was then seen pulling one of 
the capsized boats to safety. 

It is not the first time the Top Gear 
team have been in the county. Previous 
visits have included shooting at 
Chilham, on the Isle of Sheppey and, 
most famously, their attempt to cross 
the English Channel in a variety of 
different craft back in 2007. 

Jeremy Clarkson has also managed to 
take a swipe at many in the county - in¬ 
cluding once ripping into Ashford’s 
shared space scheme. 


Drunk driver jailed for 
killing charity cyclist 

AN 18-year-old who killed a charity cyclist after 
getting behind the wheel of her car while almost 
twice the drink-drive limit has been sentenced to 
five years in prison. 

Bethany Mackie hit father-of-three Christian 
Smith, 38, on the Thanet Way between Whitstable 
and Herne Bay in the early hours of March 21. 

Mr Smith, from Ashford, had been taking part in 
a 23-hour charity ride around Kent and Sussex to 
raise money for MIND. 

His wife Katie was driving just ahead of him and 
heard the crash. 

Following Mackie’s sentencing at Canterbury 
Crown Court, chief Crown prosecutor for CPS 
South East, Jaswant Narwal, said: “When he was 
killed, Christian was attempting to raise money 
for charity. 

“Those who were present in court heard a 
harrowing account from Katie of what happened 
that night and the impact that Christian’s death has 
had on his family.” 


Recycle your festive 
rubbish this season 

ALREADY getting fed up with your Christmas tree 
dropping needles all the time? 

Then help get your new year off to a green start by 
recycling it. 

A number of local authorities will be running tree 
recycling services just after the festive period - as 
well as appealing for people to recycle as much of 
their rubbish as possible. 

Among them will be Tonbridge and Mailing 
Borough Council. 

A spokesman explained:' ‘Christmas can generate 
a lot of extra rubbish, but much of it can be recycled 
or composted. 

‘ 'In the build-up to Christmas, the amount of junk 
mail increases significantly, with companies taking 
the opportunity to promote their products and 
services. Once the festive season is over, people can 
compost their real Christmas trees too.’ ’ 

There will also be tree recycling points across the 
county. The trees will be shredded and then 
composted. 


War hero Sir Philip is 
honoured in stone 

HUNDREDS of people packed Faversham town centre 
for the unveiling of a memorial stone to First World War 
hero Lieutenant General Sir Philip Neame VC. 

Faversham-born Sir Philip, cousin of Percy Beale 
Neame, the first Neame to join with the Shepherds to 
form Shepherd Neame, was awarded the Victoria 
Cross (VC) in 1914 in honour of his heroic actions 
during a battle in Neuve Chapelle, France. 

Last year, the Government launched a national 
campaign to honour First World War VC recipients by 
laying commemorative paving stones in their places 
of birth. 

The stone was unveiled in front of Faversham’s 
Guildhall on December 19, exactly 100 years to the 
day since Sir Philip was awarded his VC. 

Sir Philip served with the Royal Engineers, and a 
troop is named after him at the Royal School of 
Military Engineering in Chatham. To celebrate this 
connection, the event started with a military parade of 
the Royal Engineers Band, accompanied by serving 
soldiers from the Royal Engineers. 
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Trust’s concerns over 
unwanted pet presents 


A CHARITY which houses 
homeless dogs says it is bracing 
itself for an influx of unwanted pets 
over the festive period. 

The Dogs Trust, which has a 
centre in Canterbury, says that 
despite it being 36 years since the 
launch of the famous ‘a dog is for 
life, not just for Christmas’ slogan, 


people are still giving pets as 
presents to those unaware of the 
commitment they require. 

Adam Levy, manager of the 
Canterbury branch, said: “Many 
pups are discarded soon after being 
given as presents, or older dogs are 
given up to make way for newer 
pups, and we expect this year to be 


What will make next week’s headlines... 


Check before you set out 
on the rails this week 



no different. 

“We urge anyone thinking of 
getting a dog to seriously think 
about the commitment involved 
before making your decision.” 


PEOPLE planning to travel by 
train over the coming week are 
being urged to check times and 
routes before they set out as 
train firm Southeastern 
continues to have a disrupted 
service this week. 

An amended timetable operates 
from Monday until Friday. 

Meanwhile, there will be 


additional trains running from 
London in the early hours of 
New Year’s Day to get revellers 
home. 

Again, travellers are advised 
to check services before they 
head out. 

For more information, see 
Southeastern’s website, www. 
southeasternrailway.co.uk 


...also 


Shop for a health check 


Post office consultation 


Therapy centre to open 


Final rush on cup tickets 


SHOPPERS can take advantage of a free 
NHS health check at the Forum Shopping 
Centre in Sittingbourne on Friday, January 
9. 

There is no need to book - just turn up 
between 10am and 2pm. 


CONSULTATION continues this week into 
plans to move Greatstone Post Office to the 
Spar store in Coast Drive. 

The move would see the post office’s 
opening hours extended. The public 
consultation ends on February 2. 


A NEW £16million therapy centre opens on 
January 5. 

The Kent Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre will be in Merton Lane, Canterbury. 
It is the result of a 15-year fundraising 
campaign. 


TICKETS for Dover Athletic’s eagerly 
anticipated FA Cup third round clash with 
Crystal Palace are expected to sell out this 
week. 

The game, on Sunday, January 4, will 
also be televised on BT Sport. 


THE WINTER SALE 
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Back in black: Premiership 
refs Sunday League return 


Steve Bennett took charge of the first FA Cup final at the new Wembley Stadium. 
Now retired from the Premier League, he’s keeping order on Kent’s pitches again 


By Michael Staples 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


I N 2007, after several years of 
being staged at Cardiff’s Millen¬ 
nium Stadium, the world’s most 
prestigious domestic cup com¬ 
petition made its way back to its 
spiritual home. 

The FA Cup Final may have lost a 
little of its sparkle against the global 
glamour of the Premier League, but it 
continued - as it does today - to hold a 
special place in the hearts of the ma¬ 
jority of football fans. 

Wembley Stadium may have been 
completely rebuilt since the final was 
last played there, but as nigh-on 
90,000 fans crowded in to watch 
Chelsea and Manchester United go 
head-to-head the atmosphere, to coin 
a cliche, was electric. 

And leading the two teams out for 
such a crucial game was the nation’s 
top referee. 

Orpington’s Steve Bennett was a fa¬ 
miliar face to football fans - as a referee 
with a friendly yet no-nonsense ap¬ 
proach to officiating. He was a safe 


pair of competent hands for a game 
with such appeal and significance. 

The match was not without contro¬ 
versy either. In the first half of extra 
time Manchester United claimed the 
ball had crossed the line but no goal 
was given. 

Eventually, Chelsea would win 1-0, 
a victory which cemented the domes¬ 
tic double for the club. 

Today, though, rather than calm¬ 
ing the simmering tensions between 
the likes of Didier Drogba, Cristiano 
Ronaldo, John Terry and Wayne 
Rooney, or the agitations of managers 
Sir Alex Ferguson or Jose Mourinho, 
Steve Bennett has a rather more mod¬ 
est task. 

Because today, as he prepares to 
turn 54 in January, one of his key 
roles remains in the middle of the 
football pitch - just this time in the 
nitty gritty of the Sunday leagues. 

He now works all over the world as 
a referees’ instructor for the game’s 
world governing body, Fifa, but still 
gets that special buzz at games in the 
seven-division Orpington and Brom¬ 
ley District Sunday League. 

“I became a referee in this league in 



1984 and still carried on after I joined 
the Football League as an assistant 
referee,” Mr Bennett explained. 

“Of course, I’d stopped by the time I 
joined the Premier League but came 
back at the end of the 2010/11 season 
after I retired at top level. 

“I’ve now got global commitments 
with Fifa but still love to come out and 
referee. I’m also chairman of the Orp¬ 
ington and Bromley League, so I’m 
able to officiate 10 or 11 games a sea¬ 


son when I’m free.” 

Mr Bennett started refereeing Foot¬ 
ball League games in 1995 and joined 
the Premier League in 1999. Two 
years later he was appointed to the 
panel of Fifa referees and in 2007 he 
was on the golf course when he got 
the call and was told he was to offici¬ 
ate the FA Cup Final. 

He also took charge of the League 
Cup final in 2005 in Cardiff, plus the 
Uefa Cup quarter final between Bar¬ 
celona and Benfica and a World Cup 
qualifier. 

So what’s it’s like to be back in Sun¬ 
day football for the princely sum of 
£35 per match? 

“Well, it’s certainly not for the 
money! I missed the banter and build¬ 
up to a match day,” Mr Bennett said. 
Hopefully with many years’ experi¬ 
ence I can perhaps educate players 
who think they know the laws of the 
game. 

“Some still try it on but you nip it in 
the bud and you deal with it. I went 
through all the difficult stuff when I 
started 30 years ago. A huge part of 
refereeing is a feel for management, 
dealing with people, and you can 



only get that with experience. 

“In the Orpington and Bromley 
League we have a very strong policy 
on respect. We will not renew certain 
players’ or teams’ registrations if 
their behaviour goes beyond our ex¬ 
pectations. That’s why we have a very 
strong league with 100 per cent cov¬ 
erage of referees throughout the sea¬ 
son. In the senior and premier divi¬ 
sions we also have assistant referees 
- which the clubs like. 


Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 

Miss Saigon 
5th February 2015 
£67.00 


Strictly Come Dancing Live at the 02 
8th February 2015 
£79.00 


London 

Waterways on the Western Front 

27th February 2015 

£31.00 


Once - featuring Ronan Keating 
12th March 2015 
£69.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
onrisitwww.chalkwell.co.uk 

Quote ‘ARC 120’ when you book, mwjjrijgmw vf 1 -)-- 





Canal Museum - 



New Year’s Eve 
Fancy Dress Party 2014 

w ith the return of: 

The Vintage Corporation 

Top 60s 70s Band 


* ID piece Live Band 

• Dance Floor 

* Licenced Bar 

■ All ages welcome 

• Doors open 8pm 


Bottle of Bubbly 
lor best fancy dress. 



h-u-m-. Tfor I InlaEeCoTpffrfitoan ca r ik 


Bring your own 
food & snacks. 

All drinks must 
be purchased 
from the bar 



E12.00 at th* door 


r ...................... t 

J Hawkinge Community Centre * 

Heron Forstal Avenue, Hawtonge, Kent CT1B7FP 

2 BOX OFFICE; 01233 733 993 - 01393 894 857 < 

I or buy tickets from Hawkinge Community Centre J 
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“Sometimes I have young assistant 
referees appointed on the line be¬ 
cause I know I can protect them and 
help them develop. I can also go along 
when they are refereeing and give 
support. 

“It’s not easy for young referees in 
men’s football these days - we all 
have a duty, players as well, to respect 
the man in the middle. 

“When I started we had a fantastic 
referee in Kent called Roger Abbott 


and he played a very special part in 
my early development. He was unique 
and was not to be messed with. I 
learned so much from him and will 
always be grateful to him for pointing 
me in the right direction.” 

Mr Bennett’s work in Fifa is centred 
around training, education and de¬ 
velopment of referee instructors and 
match officials. It also includes pre¬ 
paring the next group of referees for 
the World Cup, taking him to Ocean¬ 


ia, Africa, Europe and Asia. 

He said: “It is win at all costs these 
days and the prizes for winning are 
huge, but the laws of the game are 
there and referees are there to enforce 
them. 

“People talk about consistency but 
what I give one week another referee 
might not give next week. What we 
all try to do is make an honest judg¬ 
ment. 

“It’s probably the only occupation 


in the world where you have to be 
perfect the first day and improve over 
the years.” 

A keen cricketer in his youth, Mr 
Bennett once played alongside future 
Kent cricket captain Mark Benson 
while representing Kent at youth lev¬ 
el. Not wanting his cricketing career 
harmed, however, he stopped playing 
football - where he was a goalkeeper 
“and a bad one” - for fear of breaking 
a finger. 


“I took the referee’s exam when I was 
teaching purely to officiate at school 
football, nothing more, but the carrot 
to go further was always dangling,” he 
added. 

“The buzz for me now is that inter¬ 
action with players on a Sunday 
morning. It’s a passion - and when 
you’ve been involved with it for so 
long you miss the banter, whether it’s 
with a top pro or Joe Bloggs from 
down the road.” 



BRITELITE'S AMAZING JANUARY SALE 


Cheeftatrade.com 


windows, Doors & conservatories 


ritelite 


D/c/Im 

know? 




r Britelite are the South East's 
leading triple and double glazing 
installers and here's why: 


a off all 

windows this New Year! 


Massive saving off list price with A+10 rated triple glazing 
fitted as standard featuring top security SAC Shootbolt 
locking system! 


Amazing 

Offer! 


✓ Nothing to pay 7 

Small deposit and NOTHING further to pay until 
February 2016 with Britelite's Buy-Now-Pay-Later Scheme* 


We are very proud of our 9.6 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 


This January take advantage of Britelite's 
55% OFF* of all windows. Our triple 
glazing is fitted as standard and saves you 
money off your heating bills, and to top it 
all, pay a small deposit and PAY NOTHING 
until February 2016. # 


✓ Save money off your 
bills 

Our triple glazing is 40% more efficient than standard 
double glazing and could save you hundreds of pounds 
each year on your heating bills! 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

mw. windows.co.uk 


*0ff list price for orders placed by midnight 31/01/2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. #Buy Now Pay Later 
Example: Example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, balance £2,400 nothing to pay until February 2016, £70 admin fee on settlement. 
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Why we must stand tall and be 
strong in face of all challenges 

With the new year just around the corner, we ask some of the county’s most influential figures to 
review 2014 and look ahead to 2015. Plus, we give our own opinion on the challenges ahead next year 


We must all pull together to achieve prosperity 


Kent on Sunday editor Chris Britcher reflects on the challenges that await in 2015 



MAKE no mistake, despite all the positive comments you will 
read over the next two pages, the challenges facing our coun¬ 
ty over the next 12 months are immense. 

Funding for our councils and police force has suffered 
enormous cuts in the past few years - and will do so again 
during 2015. There is no denying that the austerity measures 
have seen the fat trimmed from the bone of our key services 
and that can be no bad thing. After all, the public purse 
should only ever be spent on funding services and mecha¬ 
nisms which deliver genuine, tangible returns to our com¬ 
munities. But now the marrow is being removed too. 

However much we must maintain our frontline services, 
we must face the reality that if the ‘behind the scenes’ proc¬ 
esses are reduced to an extreme extent, we must expect to see 
the strong foundations necessary to support the frontline de- 
teroriate too. 

Our role, in the local media, is to ensure we scrutinise those 
decisions and ensure our money goes to where it is most ap¬ 
propriate. Our role as the electorate is not to place the blame 
for our nation’s hardship at the door of the poor or the foreign 
just because those with a set agenda believe we should. We 
must stand tall, together, and work, together. 

Of course, your political persuasion will determine what 
you, personally, will want to see receive investment. But we 
must all be united in a desire to see our schools flourish, for 
they are educating the next generation; for our towns, cities 
and villages to be kept safe and secure; for those in genuine 
need to be protected and supported; and for our hospitals to 
offer a service where genuine, expert patient care always tri¬ 
umphs over any commercial concern. 

Despite the challenges, we continue to live and work in a 
county which is safe and beautiful, full of opportunity and 
equipped to succeed. Let’s ensure 2015 is our best year yet. 

IN 2015: Challenges lie ahead but let us remain positive 



HONOUR: High Sheriff Hugo Fenwick 


Paying tribute to those volunteering for us all 

Hugo Fenwick, the High Sheriff of Kent, praises those who give their time for free 


I N his final Christmas message, the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, highlighted the 
role of volunteers as the ‘glue that 
keeps our communities together’. 

It is a particular strength of the British 
way of life - in marked contrast to across 
the Channel in France, where all too of¬ 
ten there is a presumption that the vul¬ 
nerable and disadvantaged will be taken 
care of by the state. 

In my role as High Sheriff of Kent, I 
have seen first hand the vital role played 
by voluntary organisations across the 
county. 

The Samaritans, the street pastors and 
the foodbanks exemplify the qualities of 
volunteers who willingly and enthusiasti¬ 
cally give up their time for others in Kent. 

All will be particularly active over this 
festive period. 

The week following Christmas Day is tra¬ 
ditionally the busiest for The Samaritans. 

Founded more than 60 years ago, the 
confidential service is still staffed by 
trained volunteers who listen and give 
callers the time to talk over their con¬ 
cerns when they are at their most vul¬ 
nerable and in some cases suicidal. 


The Canterbury branch, which covers 
the Canterbury district and Thanet, has 
seen a 23 per cent increase in calls to its 
service over the past year - a rise that the 
organisation could not have dealt with 
without its particularly dedicated group 
of volunteers. 

The street pastor scheme, pioneered in 
2003, now comprises 20,000 volunteers 
nationwide, with more than 100 in Kent. 
Fifteen churches across the county work 
together to provide night-time support to 
the vulnerable until 4am. 

On patrol with the street pastors earli¬ 
er this year, I witnessed young people 
leaving pubs and clubs as well as the 
homeless, spending the night on the 
street. 

For both groups, street pastors provide 
guidance, reassurance and care, reduc¬ 
ing crime and anti-social behaviour on 
Kent’s streets and ensuring that no one is 
needlessly endangered. 

Such a valuable service is especially 
important at this time of year when tem¬ 
peratures often drop below freezing. 

Foodbanks, too, will be particularly ac¬ 
tive over the Christmas and New Year pe¬ 
riod, providing emergency food parcels for 


those in short term financial crisis. 

Their increasingly important role has 
been highlighted by the recent Parlia¬ 
mentary report and the current Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. 

Visiting the Canterbury foodbank, I 
was struck by the generosity of the local 
community and the number of volun¬ 
teers, which has swelled to more than 60 
- people who give up their time every week 
to collect, sort and distribute food to those 
in difficulty, often through no fault of their 
own. 

Over the first nine months of this year, 
Canterbury foodbank gave out 2,300 
food parcels containing nearly 48,000 
food items, the vast majority of which 
were donated by local people. 

At a time when so many of us will be at 
home with our families over Christmas, 
it is fitting to pay tribute to the spirit of 
volunteering that is so prevalent across 
our county. 

The High Sheriff of Kent is a one- 
year office and largely ceremonial. 
High Sheriffs are expected to attend 
to the needs of High Court judges 
out on ‘circuit’ and attend royal vis¬ 
its to the county. 
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A determination to keep us all safe and secure 

Kent Police Chief Constable Alan Pughsley reflects on a successful year for the force 


IRSTLY, I would like to thank the 
people of Kent for their support 
throughout 2014. 

My officers and staff are dedicated 
to doing their very best for the community, 
often in very challenging situations, but 
they could not do so without the support of 
the people we serve. 

The men and women of Kent Police show 
courage, compassion and integrity on a dai¬ 
ly basis and are fully committed to providing 
a first-class service to the people of Kent. 

The force has had another successful 
year, highlighted by the recently published 
HMIC Crime Data Integrity report which 
recognised Kent as one of the best perform¬ 
ing forces in the country when it comes to 
crime recording. 

An accuracy of 96 per cent is a great 
achievement, but we will not rest on our 
laurels and we all want to build on these 
encouraging results to provide an even bet¬ 
ter service in the future. 

This year has seen the launch of our new 
policing model which has given district 
commanders greater control of resources 
in their area to tackle crime and anti-social 


behaviour. Putting victims at the heart of 
what we do is fundamental to policing in 
Kent and is exactly the reason why we 
made these changes. 

We have already seen some of the bene¬ 
fits of this enhanced local policing such as 
improved relationships with Kent’s com¬ 
munities and some good prosecutions. 

I also took great pleasure in launching 
the dedicated rural task force with Ann 
Barnes, the Kent police and crime commis¬ 
sioner. It brought together the gypsy liai¬ 
son team and the award-winning rural li¬ 
aison team into one coordinated unit 
focused on listening to those who live in the 
countryside and directly targeting those 
who cause harm to our rural communities. 

In a year blessed with many highlights 
for the force, I feel I have to give a special 
mention to the recent conclusion of one of 
the longest-running murder investigations 
in Kent Police’s history after Colin Ash- 
Smith was convicted of killing Greenhithe 
schoolgirl Claire Tiltman in 1993. 

The officers who worked on this complex 
investigation left no stone unturned in 
their bid to bring Claire’s killer to justice 


and I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank them for their unwavering dedica¬ 
tion over the years. Serious unsolved cases 
such as Claire’s are never closed and never 
forgotten and we will do everything in our 
power to make those responsible for crime 
answer for their actions - no matter how 
long after the offence. 

The festive period is a busy time of the 
year and we will be out in force to target 
some of those individuals who don’t share 
the Christmas spirit. Burglars, thieves, 
drink drivers and other criminals should be 
warned that we will target you and we will 
take you off the streets. Our message is sim¬ 
ple, if you want to enjoy Christmas, do not 
commit a crime in Kent. 

Like many people, including our col¬ 
leagues in our partner agencies, our offic¬ 
ers, staff, special constables and volunteers 
will be working over the Christmas holi¬ 
days to keep our county as one of the safest 
parts of the country. 

On behalf of everyone at Kent Police, let 
me wish you and those closest to you a very 
merry and safe Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 




Historic year of progress and hope 

Paul Carter, leader of Kent County Council, on 2014 successes 


: 


PROU 



Chambers 



‘We have striven for excellence' 

Medway Council leader Rodney Chambers looks back on 2014 


HE past 12 months have been a re¬ 
markable, historic year for the coun¬ 
ty of Kent and for the country. 

A year ago, as my family prepared 
our Christmas dinner, little did we anticipate 
that within a few hours I would be in Yalding 
standing knee-deep in water, assisting UK 
Power Networks in managing the return of 
power to the village as the UK experienced one 
of its worst natural disasters in recent memory. 

Partnering with Kent Police and others, we 
co-ordinated door-knocking, evacuation, and 
search-and-rescue operations to prevent the 
loss of life while rivers were rising rapidly 
across Kent. 

Pivotal to our response was the excellent 
work of our community wardens, who commu¬ 
nicated messages and supported the county’s 
vulnerable residents. I am therefore delighted 
that we have been able to safeguard our warden 
service in 2015, despite enormous funding cuts 
thrust upon us by central government. 

The recent announcement in the Chancel¬ 
lor’s Autumn Statement of £17 million for 
flood defences at the Leigh Barrier brings us 
one step closer to preventing a recurrence of 
the flooding. Kent County Councik is fully 
committed to matching this money in the ex¬ 
pectation that help will come from our friends 
in parishes and boroughs and possibly 
through European or Local Enterprise grants. 

Many made the ultimate sacrifice during 
the Great War and on August 4 a befitting 
tribute was unveiled by Prince Harry - the 
StepShort Memorial Arch in Folkestone. Kent 
County Council is extremely proud to have 
supported this noble cause financially. 

I am delighted that 84 per cent of Kent’s sec¬ 
ondary schools are now judged to be out¬ 
standing or good, and recently we were 
pleased to announce that the SATs results for 
our junior school pupils showed improve¬ 
ment, year on year, in every subject. My con¬ 
gratulations go out to all of the pupils and 
teachers who have worked so hard to achieve 
these fantastic results. 

This year has seen the UK economy grow 
faster than expected, and I am pleased to say 
that Kent continues to be the county for busi¬ 
ness. Through the regional growth fund KCC 



GROWTH: Paul Carter 


has provided interest-free loans totalling 
£45m to 157 Kent businesses, securing more 
than 5,000 new jobs. 

The announcement of £104m in the Gov¬ 
ernment’s ‘Growth Deal’ unlocks a raft of 
transport schemes that we have been plan¬ 
ning and lobbying for. 

September 2014 marked a crossroads for 
the 307-year-old union with Scotland and the 
debate now turns to English devolution, hope¬ 
fully not just to Westminster but also filtering 
out to offer real devolution to local authori¬ 
ties. This would enable us to deliver better 
value for money through the local provision 
of services. 

In health and social care, we are radically 
reshaping the way care is delivered by focus¬ 
ing on better management, prevention, and 
value for money. With health partners, we are 
shifting the balance of services away from the 
acute hospital sector and into excellent com¬ 
munity care services. 

Another exciting development for 2015 will 
be -1 very much hope - the announcement of 
the Education Secretary’s blessing for the Sev- 
enoaks grammar annexe. Sevenoaks is the 
only district in Kent without a grammar 
school; the extension of the Weald of Kent 
Grammar School’s facilities will mean real 
choice. 

Wishing all your readers a merry Christmas. 


T HE end of the year is almost upon us 
and I cannot help but reflect on the ex¬ 
traordinary accomplishments we 
have achieved together this past year. 
As we celebrate with our families and friends 
we can take pride in what we have done, for 
ourselves and our community. 

Despite challenging economic times, the 
council has ambitiously pursued regeneration 
plans, including the comprehensive master 
plan for the Rochester Riverside development. 

Following in-depth consultation, I hope that 
the local residents and small businesses are as 
enthusiastic as I am about the future of Ro¬ 
chester Riverside and the substantial opportu¬ 
nity it will bring. 

Elsewhere we have worked with The Peel 
Group on the exciting Chatham Waters project 
which will bring up to 3,500 jobs and consid¬ 
erable investment to Gillingham. 

We see Gillingham continue to excel; be it 
the outstanding Gillingham Park, one of seven 
Medway parks to achieve the prestigious Green 
Flag status, or the first obesity summit in Kent 
hosted at our very own Gillingham FC. 

Recently, Chatham Waterfront has seen the 
installation of our big screen, which forms a fo¬ 
cal point for the area. 

However, not all development is positive; we 
fought fiercely against the Thames Estuary 
airport and once again proved that we know 
our community best. The Davies Commission 
has scrapped this dangerous project hopefully 
for good. 

Unlike the Thames Estuary airport, we be¬ 


lieve that Medway’s existing transport links 
are really something to take pride in. Our road 
network consistently scores highly in public 
satisfaction surveys. But all the while, we build 
for the future with Rochester’s major new train 
station due to finish by the end of next year, al¬ 
lowing more people to visit Medway. 

All of this is only possible, however, because 
of the commitment made by residents and 
businesses to put Medway on the map. 

Our young people are a credit to us, with 
nearly 3,000 taking up quality apprentice¬ 
ships and more starting every week. Our un¬ 
employment figures now stand as the lowest in 
all of Kent, with new businesses investing in 
Medway and local businesses expanding as 
they become more and more successful. 

Our festivals continue to attract visitors 
from all over the country, with more than 
75,000 people attending the Dickensian 
Christmas festival last weekend. Before that, 
many of you will remember the River Festival 
in July, which was our best yet with acrobatic 
displays from jumping jet skiers, water-pow¬ 
ered jet packs and speedboats. 

It is fair to say, though, that this year has 
been challenging for us all and that is because 
we as a community will not take easy short¬ 
cuts, but will strive for excellence and refuse to 
accept inadequacy. I would like to take this op¬ 
portunity to thank you for your part in bring¬ 
ing us to this point. 

With that in mind, I would like to wish each 
and every one of you a peaceful Christmas and 
a happy New Year. 
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Established 1981 


Over 55,000 customers! 



Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 in* VAT 


Our Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


ym* u A- inc VA 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i&3« 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 ,£'4 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 ,££, 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 £1 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364“ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836£o 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.309 


D 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 



» ■ ■ inc \ 

WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 

£2,836 £°„ 

WINDOWS 

£3,309^ 


Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 





Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
7th 

January 




AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) I- 

HI RQJ 9QJ RQfi Open 6 days a week v bseni 2 iso-i 

w 1 WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. | 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com S 
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Survey, Design, Quotations 

01622 619876 * , ///) 

The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, „ 

Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB T Est 1987 -/i/ 



The Winter Trail 


26 December - 4 January 


Burn off your Christmas calories and get fit for the New Year 
with the Leeds Castle Winter Trail. Wander through the 
woodland walk, grounds and gardens as you answer questions 
about wildlife and nature for a chance to win an overnight stay 
at Knight’s Glamping for a family of four. 

Book online for 10% OFF your annual ticket 

For further information visit leeds-castle.com 

A small additional charge applies to the trail. Prize subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. 



Capturing mood 
of the county with 
Images of Kent 

Each week we print photographs sent to us by 
readers - here we take a look back at the very best 


FOR many years now, the Images of Kent sec¬ 
tion of Kent on Sunday has proved a hit with 
our readers. 

Each week, next to the letters page, we share 
an image sent in by one of our readers (see page 
47 for this week’s picture). Everyone who had 
their photo printed this year won a trip to 
France courtesy of our friends at the ferry firm 
MyFerryLink. 


To make it fair, you can only win once every 
six months, and we try to have a wide range 
from across the county. 

So why not send us your images this year 
and see your picture in print and win a ferry 
crossing too? Send your high resolution imag¬ 
es, along with details of what the view is and 
your name, address and contact details, to 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. Good luck! 



FOLKESTONE: Seagulls on the rooftops against a red sky by Marion Haining 



RODMERSHAM: Colin Miles caught cherries and a church to win his crossing 



WESTERHAM: Martin Cordrey captured these horses grazing in west Kent 
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MARGATE : Leaping onto the beach and snapped by David Wakins 


MEDWAY: A rare frost this year caught on camera along the river by Ginny Wenban 
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odliscare 

transforming lives 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 


COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 

As a Chrysalis Care foster 
carer you will receive: 


M c 

children’s lives 

• You don’t have to be married 

• 24-hour professional support 

• Excellent renumeration 

iy 

> ik 

• You don’t need to be employed 

• Job satisfaction 

•You don’t need a big house 

• Comprehensive training 

• You do need a spare room and space in 
your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve 

• Access to a range of children’s services 

• Retainer fees 


r 

*0 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, a parent 
and child, children with disabilities and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more about us, 

Please Call: 020-8298 2800 or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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LEEDS CASTLE : Ivor Dennis from Gillingham captured this famous Kent landmark 


WHISTABLE HARBOUR: David Curry from Whitstable’s moody shot of the harbour 



LUDDENHAM CHURCH: Brian Summers captured this picturesque church 


HOP PICKING: John Hunt captures a classic Kentish scene in Sandhurst 


(&ehbxnt£_ m 

Our new ^ar-, 

NOW OPEN 


Whatever your event we can cater for you 
in our newly refurbished function room, 


Please call to enquire 
about our package prices 


llith Wt m 

CireaL364 


CrcSiam Lane, Hernhill, Kent, MED 9JR 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 
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P3 Bybrook Barn 


Your Independent 
Garden Centre 
Ashford, Kent TN24 9JZ 


1,000's of lines to clear | 


Visit www.bybrook-barn 


uk today 


Open daily Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sunday 10.30am-4.30pm 
Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford TN24 9JZ (M20 junction 9, A28) 
Tel: 01233 631959 www.bybrook-barn.co.uk 
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new ^ 

new Is" 


Make 2015 your year to shine! 

Start a new course this January 

School leavers - Start something new or change direction 
Adults - Get ready for university or study with us for your degree 
Professionals - Sharpen your CV and climb the ladder 
Returning to work - Refresh your skills ready for a new career 

Leisure learners - Learn something new just for fun 

With funding and loans for many courses - now is the time 
to invest in your future. 
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Access to HE 

Creative Computing 
Humanities & Social Science 
Nursing 
Sport Science 
Accounting 

AAT Level 2 Fast Track 
AAT Level 3 Fast Track 
IAB Bookkeeping 
Adults 

Return to learn 
ESOL 

Apprenticeships 

Earn while you learn 
Business & Management 

ABC Award in Business 
Peter Jones Academy 
Business and Enterprise 
Software Development 
ECDL Essentials 
CMI Coaching & Mentoring 
CIPD Cert in HR Management 


Childcare 

CACHE Award in Childcare 

Construction, Electrical, Engineering 

Multi-Skills Construction Trades 
Electrical Testing 
Engineering - Level 1 & 2 
HNC General Engineering 

Counselling 

CPCAB Award in Counselling Skills 

Creative & Digital Media 

Print - Level 3 

Film and Television - Level 3 
Art and Design - Level 3 
Education & Teacher Training 

Award in Education & Training - PTTLS 
Higher Level Teaching Assistant 
Fd Childhood Studies with SEN 
Fd Physical Education and Activity 
NCFE Supporting Teaching & 

Learning in schools 


Hair & Beauty 

Keratin Blow Dry 
Award in Bridal Hair 
Introduction to Face Painting 
Award in Hair and Beauty 
Hospitality, Food & Enterprise 

Introduction to Culinary Skills- Level 1 
Saturday Curry Club 
Intro to Chocolate 
Mediterranean Cookery 
Matching Food with Wine 
Cook yourself Slim 
Motor Vehicle 

Award in Motor Vehicle Studies 
Sport & Public Services 

Diploma in Sport 
Uniformed Public Services 
HNC in Sports Science 
HNC in Public Services 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Boris Johnson was beaten on airport plans; changes at the Dartford Crossing; Mansion Airport; gold rush in Folkestone; Claire Tiltman and Ukip leader Nigel Farage 


Reflections on a rollercoaster year 


As 2014 draws to a close, Chris Britcher 
looks back at an eventful 12 months 


N EVER let it be said that 
Kent is a sleepy county. 
And this year’s ups and 
downs have once again 
proved that a lot can 
happen in 12 months. 

From the saga of airports proposed 
or existing, political defections, the 
shock death of a major celebrity and, 
finally, justice for one of the county’s 
longest unsolved murder cases, Kent 
has seen it all this year. 

And with a general election just 
around the corner, which promises to 
be one of the hardest to predict in liv¬ 


ing memory, the county is once again 
set to be at the centre of attention as 
Ukip leader Nigel Farage attempts to 
claim another seat for his political 
juggernaut. 

As we take a look back over the past 
12 months, we reflect on what 2014 
has given us, along with some of our 
top front pages from the past 52 
weeks. 

And don’t forget, you can review 
the entire year’s Kent on Sundays by 
visiting www.kentnews.co.uk. There 
you can access every edition, in full, 
and, best of all, for free. 


January 


THE start of the new year was not 
so much a damp squib for many, 
but more a watery disaster zone. 

After torrential rain and storms, 
swathes of the county found 
themselves underwater as rivers 
burst their banks. The issue of 
flood defences was propelled into 
the spotlight and would continue to 
rumble on throughout the year. 

It was a new dawn at Kent Police 
as Alan Pughsley became Chief 
Constable, the force’s most senior 
officer. Among his early ambitions 


was to crack the case of who killed 
Claire Tiltman. January marked the 
21st anniversary of the Greenhithe 
teenager’s murder and her friends 
remembered her with a special 
fundraising party. They remained 
determined to finally see justice for 
their 16-year-old schoolfriend. 

Meanwhile, those opposing 
plans for an airport in the Thames 
Estuary were preparing them¬ 
selves for a nerve-wracking year 
after a commission set up to 
examine airport capacity in the 


south east prepared to consider 
whether it should make the final 
shortlist. A decision was due later 
in the year. 

Parents, however, were facing a 
financial challenge after Kent 
County Council plans to change 
bus passes saw the price poten¬ 
tially rocket from £100 to £1,000. 
The decision by the council - which 
was unable to subsidise the rates 
any longer - sparked a long-run¬ 
ning debate over just how much 
parents should pay. 
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FOR many people, 
childhood 
featured a saggy 
old cloth cat by 
the name of 
Bagpuss. 

And so when 
February rolled 
by marking the 
40th anniversary of his first ever 
appearance on our screens, we felt 
he needed coverage worthy of such 
a legend. So we visited Peter Firmin, 
his creator, at his workshop near 
Canterbury, and even met Bagpuss 
himself (and a 
naked Clanger). 

Mr Firmin was a 
fascinating 
interview subject 
and is still full of 
creative life. 

Meanwhile, 
Lizzy Yarnold’s 
success in Sochi 
saw Kent on Sunday’s masthead 
change colour for the first time ever 
as we turned it gold to showcase our 
exclusive photographs of her. She 
also found the time 


to speak to us after 
her remarkable 
triumph. 

Elsewhere, we 
also examined 
mounting con¬ 
cerns over a drop 
in attendance 
figures prompting 
some schools to close for good. 


February 

THE Winter Olympic Games is 
something of an odd one for us Brits. 
Fans of beautiful snow-capped 
mountains we may be, but expertise 
on skates and skis is not something 
we can normally lay claim to - give 
or take the occasional Torvill and 
Dean triumph or success in the 
bizarre game of curling. 

But Lizzy Yarnold (right), born 
and bred in west Kent, had other 
ideas. Granted, she was a specialist 
in one of the weirder sports - hurl¬ 
ing yourself down an ice tunnel on 
top of a super-size tea tray - but she 
was hotly tipped to win that rarest of 
things; a British gold medal. 

And she duly delivered. Suddenly 
we all liked winter sports again. She 
would become one of the nation’s 


March 

AS former milkman Colin 
Ash-Smith appeared in court for 
the first time charged with the 
murder of Claire Tiltman, Police 
and Crime Commissioner Ann 
Barnes was unveiling her long 
awaited youth commissioner. 

Kerry Boyd, 20, from Margate, 
was the successor to Paris Brown, 
whose appointment a year earlier 
had ended in disaster. Surely this 
role could not cause such red 
faces again? 

The shock of the month was the 



sporting success stories this year. 

Elsewhere, there was drama on 
the streets as a series of crude 
explosive devices were sent to 


decision by owner Ann Gloag that 
Manston Airport was to be shut 
following a 45-day consultation 
period, after hoped-for deals with 
British Airways and Ryanair fell 
through. 

A major campaign to save the 
airport ensued, as many felt it was 
an essential cog in Thanet’s 
overall economic regeneration. 
Some 140 jobs hung in the 
balance. 

Left in the dark too were 
concerned householders anxious 


Army recruitment centres in 
Canterbury, Chatham and else¬ 
where. They sparked a major 
security alert. 

On the M2, a giant sinkhole 
appeared in the central reservation 
near Faversham, forcing the lanes 
to shut and creating national 
headlines. Meanwhile, County Hall 
finally upped council tax bills for 
the first time in three years in a bid 
to combat yet more cuts in central 
government funding. 

And finally, after 21 years, 
charges were brought against 
someone in the case of Claire 
Tiltman. Colin Ash-Smith, long 
linked with the crime and serving 
life sentences for attacks on other 
women, was charged this month. 


about Kent County Council’s plan 
to save money by turning off street 
lights. It was an issue which would 
rear its head throughout the year. 

There were further concerns 
when plans for Kent and Canter¬ 
bury Hospital to be moved to 
make way for housing were first 
proposed. 

And organisers of the Folke¬ 
stone Triennial, due to start later in 
the year, unveiled its list of artists 
contributing work to the festival - 
among them Yoko Ono. 


April 

PEACHES Geldofwas the young, 
bright, bubbly daughter of Live Aid 
hero Bob. She’d grown up at the 
family home in Faversham and after 
getting married and having two 
children, had settled in Wrotham to 
raise her family. 

Yet behind the smiles lay a battle 
with addiction even those closest to 
her thought she had laid to rest. 

On April 7, news emerged that she 
had been found dead at her home. 
Amid speculation as to the cause of 
her death, a poignant final post on 
Twitter revealed an image of her in 
the arms of her late mother, Paula 
Yates. Ms Yates had died after an 
accidental heroin overdose when 
Peaches was just 11. 

Transport issues made plenty of 
headlines: the timetable for the tolls 
to be dropped at the Dartford 
Crossing was unveiled, and it was 
also confirmed that the hard 
shoulder on a busy part of the M2 5 
would be opened to help alleviate 
traffic congestion in May. 

Talks became increasingly frantic 
in a bid to keep Manston Airport 
open - as the consultation period 
was extended into May. 

Looking forward to the summer, 
the new promoter of the Hop Farm 
Festival in Paddock Wood said he 
was confident of making it a success 
- despite the previous incarnation 
coming a commercial cropper 
under the guiding hand of legen¬ 
dary music promoter Vince Power. 
What could possibly go wrong? 



Tftmd^C fate 

Newly opened Indian Restaurant 


COME AND TASTE 
OUR CHEF S SPECIALS, 

WITH A GREAT MANAGEMENT 
TEAM YOU CANNOT GO WRONG. 

We also do a Sunday Buffet 
from 12:0(M7:30 


The Royal Standard, Ashford Road 
Bethersden, Kent TN26 3LF 

01233 820800 

01233 820280 www.mumbaigate.co.uk 



Eat as much as you like for £9.95 
and under 10s for £6.95 

Celebrate New Year's with us, 
with our Dinner & Dance and 
Bollywood Theme 

If you want to drink, dance 

OR JUST HAVE A SIMPLE MEAL, 

it's all at Mumbai Gate 

This New Year's we will have a choice 
OF 4 SET MENUS, PRICED AT £29.95 
WHICH WILL INCLUDE STARTERS, ALAINS, 
SIDES AND COFFEE. 

Live DJ until late. (New Year's) 

We cater for Parties, Weddings, 
Outdoor Catering and more 

IMPORTANTLY TAILOR EVERYTHING 
TO YOUR NEEDS. 
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May 

DESPITE the best efforts of cam¬ 
paigners, Manston Airport crash 
landed as the gates closed and the 
staff left for the very last time - de¬ 
spite desperate last-gasp bids from 
a US firm to acquire it. 

Opponents to Ann Gloag’s 
decision refused to give up, though, 
and efforts began to revive it. 

On the other side of the county, 
Lydd Airport was celebrating after 
plans for a £2 5m expansion were 
given the go-ahead. 

As the countdown to the European 
elections got underway, Wester- 
ham’s Nigel Farage started to see his 
star rise as speculation mounted that 
he would be standing in Kent at the 
2015 general election. 

By Monday, May 23, the day after 
the Euro elections, he was a man not 
to be underestimated - Ukip had 
polled the most votes in the south 
east and announced themselves as 
genuine rivals to the established 
parties. Ukip were on the rise; surely 
things couldn’t get any better? 

Those concerned about future 
fracking were not comforted by a 
report which suggested there could 
be huge reserves of shale oil under 
our feet. They were already 
bothered after the Richborough 
Connection was unveiled - a new 
network of electricity pylons linking 
power pumped from Belgium to 
Richborough and which needed to 
be linked to the National Grid. And, 
finally, the Channel Tunnel marked 
its 20th birthday. 


June 

ANN Barnes (right) must have thought 
life as Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner couldn’t get any worse after the 
youth commissioner controversy of 
2013. How wrong she was. 

At the end of May, a Channel 4 
documentary she thought would 
shed light on her role was broad¬ 
cast. Rather than enlighten, it 
revealed the PCC didn’t quite 
understand her job description nor 
what the “onion” layers of policing 
are. By the time she had dragged 
her dogs in to quite literally get 
under her feet during an important 
meeting, Ann Barnes’ reputation 
was hanging by the most precari¬ 
ous of threads. 

No sooner had Meet The Com¬ 
missioner made her a laughing 


July 

THERE are few projects in the 
county which are anticipated as 
greatly as the London Paramount 
entertainment park on the 
Swanscombe Peninsula. And this 
month we got to see some more of 
just what this £2bn project was 
promising. 

One thing that did become 
apparent was that the decision on 
the next Thames crossing was to 
be delayed until, you guessed it, 
after the next general election. 

Elsewhere, progress was 



stock, than it was revealed that 
Kerry Boyd, her latest youth 
commissioner, had been romanti¬ 
cally linked with a married 


agonisingly slow. 

Thanet District Council vowed 
to examine a possible compulsory 
purchase order on Manston at the 
start of the month - but by the end 
of it, an auction had been held to 
sell off the site’s fixtures and 
fittings. Things looked bleak. 

Still talking a good game were 
organisers of the Hop Farm 
Festival, who saw the likes of 
Grace Jones, James Blunt and the 
Beach Boys’ Brian Wilson perform 
over three days in Paddock Wood. 


Conservative councillor. Surely 
things couldn’t get worse still for the 
PCC? 

To cheer herself up, she could 
enjoy the excitement of England 
travelling to Brazil for the World Cup. 
Led by former Kent non-league 
player Roy Hodgson, they played not 
unlike some existing non-league 
sides and were on the first plane 
home. 

Safety campaigners were getting 
anxious about plans to extend the 
life of the Dungeness nuclear power 
plant by changing safety rules - 
changes likely to get the nod in 
2015 - and plans for a major 
development at Newnham Court, 
near Maidstone, were thrown out 
amid concerns over their impact. 


They hailed the event a success 
and said plans for 2015 were 
already underway. 

Two months later they had gone 
bust. 

Organisers of the Kent County 
Show were in better spirits, 
though, after a successful event. 

Meanwhile, an inquest into the 
death of Peaches Geldof con¬ 
firmed she had died of a heroin 
overdose - tragically mirroring 
the death of her mother Paula 
Yates. 


ALTHOUGH Ukip 
has managed to 
put Europe at the 
very top of the 
political agenda 
this year, the 
reality was that 
few people found 
themselves 
engaged in the European elections 
this May. 

Through a series of articles we 
tried to highlight why it was impor¬ 
tant to cast a vote and question if the 
EU was actually an institution worthy 
of our time and 
effort. 

Elsewhere, we, 
like the rest of the 
world, were left 
stunned by the 
passing of Peaches 
Geldof. 

We’ve followed 
the Geldof family 
closely over the years, given their 
Faversham links, and many of us 
remember seeing Peaches as she 
grew up. Her death was a true 
tragedy and our 
hearts go out to her 
family. 

Meanwhile, we 
unleashed 
reporter Maria 
Chiorando to take 
up a bit of shooting 
in a report looking 
at some of the 

classic countryside pursuits. 






Norwich Fixed or 
extending tables in 
a choice of finishes. 
Complemented 
by the Sara chair, 
in various fashion 
colours. 

160cm 

extending table 


Montana This 
retro model is the 
latest design from 
Parker Knoll, it 
comes in a choice 
of fabrics and 
wood finishes. 
Large Sofa 
in A Grade Fabric 


Babylon Classic in design with four sizes of sofa, also 
available as a corner group. 

214cm Sofa in Cat80 fabric. WAS £1235 SALE £949 


RRP £1606 


SALE £1199 


Clarkes 


furnishing your home 


turnishi 


Kent ME14 2RF 

.uk 01622 753073 


'One bottle of champagne on orders totalling over £1000. Limited to one per household on all orders before 11 th January 2015. 
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FOLKESTONE’S 
role in the First 
World War has 
been well 
documented. But 
the thought of the 
millions of 
soldiers walking 
through its streets 

- many en route to a brutal death 

- was particularly significant in this 
centenary year of the start of the 
Great War. Prince Harry’s visit was 
what the county deserved and 
needed as we marked the sombre 

event. 

We were not 
quite so respectful 
to Boris Johnson 
after his estuary 
airport plans were 
finally scrapped. In 
no uncertain terms 
we told him to 
leave our county 
alone. Fingers crossed he listened. 

Meanwhile, in the week leading 
up to her eagerly anticipated return 
to the stage, we ran a special feature 
looking at singer- 
songwriter Kate 
Bush. 

Ms Bush grew 
up in Kent and 
there is a strong 
sense that she is 
one of the county’s 
greatest artistic 
success stories. 

Her shows proved a huge hit. 




August 

LIKE much of 2014, the start of 
August was dominated by com¬ 
memorations to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the start of the First 
World War. 

To mark the occasion, Prince 
Harry visited Folkestone, where he 
officially unveiled a memorial arch. 
It stretches across the road used by 
milhons of soldiers as they left the 
UK for the final time as they headed 
to the killing fields of France and 
Belgium. 

Memories were stirred too as 
Kate Bush, who was born in 
Bexleyheath, made a return to the 
stage for the first time in 35 years 
with a string of sell-out concerts at 
London’s Hammersmith Apollo. The 
shows were critically acclaimed. 


September 

AS the warmth and sunshine of 
the summer continued into 
September, the month started with 
perhaps the best news of all. 

After months of anxiety, the 
Davies Commission - tasked by 
the government with providing a 
shortlist of recommendations as to 
how to increase the south east’s 
aviation capacity - confirmed the 
Thames Estuary airport plan was 
to be sunk in favour of expansion 
of Gatwick or Heathrow. 

It pointed to what campaigners 



Few could argue either that what 
was perhaps the publicity master¬ 
stroke of the year heralded the start 
of the Folkestone Triennial. 


- and this newspaper - had 
always claimed. The scheme was 
too expensive and would come at 
too high a cost environmentally. 
Boris Johnson was livid. We failed 
to disguise a smirk. 

Medway, however, clearly likes 
a long-running battle. And no 
sooner had the airport cleared the 
runway than Lodge Hill touched 
down for what seems certain to be 
another protracted row over the 
plans to build 5,000 homes on an 
area of protected countryside. 


The German artist Michael 
Sailstorfer set tongues wagging 
after burying £10,000 of gold 
nuggets on a beach in Folkestone. 
As the tide went out, so thousands 
of gold hunters went looking for 
buried treasure, fuelled by the 
message: if you can find it, you can 
keep it. 

Gillingham attracted a sell-out 
crowd for their League Cup clash 
with Newcastle United. 

Meanwhile, there was good news 
too for TV weathergirl Kaddy 
Lee-Preston (pictured) as she 
announced live on air that she was 
pregnant and expecting her first 
child. 

The popular presenter also 
confirmed it was a girl. 


Mark Reckless stunned the 
political world by defecting to 
Ukip, sparking a by-election in the 
Rochester and Strood constitu¬ 
ency. 

There was surprise too when 
Southeastern was handed an 
extension to its contract. 

Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner Ann Barnes put herself in 
the headlines again after crashing 
her car in Dartford. She was left 
shaken... by October she would 
be stirred too. 


October 

THE Independent Police Complaints 
Commission confirmed it would be 
launching an investigation into the 
crash involving Ann Barnes the 
previous month. 

Newspaper reports were quick to 
suggest it involved an issue with her 
car insurance. The probe continues. 
Its outcome will, you can rest 
assured, create plenty of headlines 
in the new year. Should Ann Barnes 
conduct her own version of the 
Queen’s Speech at her home, we 
assume she will have described 
2014 as an annus horribilis. 

To the surprise of very few, the 
introduction of the Dartford Cross¬ 
ing’s new toll booth-free system was 
delayed - pushed back from 
October into November. 

Meanwhile, mother-of-two Chetna 
Makan, from Broadstairs, was 
carrying the county’s flag in the 
Great British Bake Off. The queen of 
flavours, as she became known, 
reached the semi-final of the hugely 
popular BBC TV show. 

Down the road at Manston, though, 
the game seemed finally up as the 
site was sold as part of a multi-mil¬ 
lion-pound deal which will see the 
airport lost and the land redevel¬ 
oped. 

Also set to disappear fast was a 
mural painted on a wall in Folke¬ 
stone by acclaimed graffiti artist 
Banksy. It appeared as part of the 
Folkestone Triennial. But despite 
pulling in the crowds, its stay in the 
town was shortlived. 
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Keep Worm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 


Look out for others who are alone this winter 

18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 

Check your heating system is working 

Stock up on basic food items 

Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 

Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 

65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 




k 


tv Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 


NHS 


Kent 

County I 
I Council I 


Holiday Activity Days! 

29th & 30th December, 2nd, 3rd, 4th January 2015 
Open between 10am - 4pm 



Airfix Make ‘n’ Paint and Airfix Quick build challenge 
Come along and join in the fun at the Hornby Visitor Centre 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


HORNBY 

HOBBIES 



r.facebook.com/ 
hornbymodelrailways 






% CORGI 


^Humbrol 


Make ‘n’ Paint suitable for children aged 8+. Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult. 
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November 

NO sooner did the Banksy appear in 
Folkestone than it was removed from 
the wall and shipped off to the US to 
be sold, much to the anger of many. 
Estimates suggested it could sell for 
£450,000. 

The county respected the 
two-minute silence on Remem¬ 
brance Day, and special ceremonies 
took place on Armistice Day to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the start of 
the First World War. 

Solicitor Felipe Alviar-Baquero 
shone in the latest series of The 
Apprentice, while the Rochester and 
Strood by-election saw Prime 
Minister David Cameron hit the 
campaign trail. 

Not that it did any good. Mark 
Reckless was returned as the MP 
- but this time wearing the purple of 
Ukip rather than the blue of the 
Conservatives. But his majority - 
around 3,000 - was not as great as 
many expected, and few would bet 
against an almighty battle come 
May. 

And in the biggest change at the 
Dartford Crossing since the bridge 
was opened, the toll booth gates 
were opened for the last time. Now 
cameras snap your vehicle as you 
use the bridge and you pay remote- 

iy- 

Meanwhile, there was awards 
success for Kent on Sunday after we 
were named Best Free Weekly 
Newspaper of the Year at the EDF 
Media Awards for London and the 
South. 
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FUNDS: Flooding cash springs a leak, while (below) Colin Ash-Smith is found guilty of killing Claire Tiltman 


December 

THE year ended in the same way it 
began - with the focus on flood 
defences. 

There was momentary delight as 
the government confirmed it had 
allocated £17m to help Yalding and 
Tonbridge - only for it to become 
apparent that raising the necessary 
matched funding to release it was 
going to be no easy task. In fact, it 
could take up to 15 years. 

But the most significant news was 
that finally, after 21 years, the killer 
of 16-year-old Greenhithe school¬ 
girl Claire Tiltman finally faced 
justice. 

Colin Ash-Smith, described as 
1 ‘evil’ ’ following the trial, had denied 
involvement. But a jury took just three 
hours to find him guilty of the crime, 



which dated back to January 1993. 

Ash-Smith was handed a life 
sentence with a minimum term of 
21 years. He is already behind 


bars, serving life terms for attacks 
on other women. 

Any hopes Manston Airport 
could survive appeared to die, as 
hopes Thanet council would 
intervene by buying the site 
through a compulsory purchase 
order were dashed. 

There were more encouraging 
signs that the campaign to bring a 
grammar school to Sevenoaks 
could finally be successful though, 
with Education Secretary Nicky 
Morgan expected to approve plans 
for an annexe of a Tonbridge girls’ 
school in the town in the new year. 

And weathergirl Kaddy Lee- 
Preston ended the year as a mother 
after giving birth to Albany 
Rainbird. 


WHEN Banksy 
comes to town it 
not only generates 
a swell in visitors, 
but sparks a 
conversation 
about art and just 
what our tastes 





So there was something rather 
distasteful about how quickly his 
mural was removed from a wall and 
sent to the US to be sold. And when it 
failed to generate sufficient interest 
earlier this month, you couldn’t help 
but smile. 

Kent on Sunday 
believes that 
sometimes the 
oddest stories 
generate the most 
powerful pictures. 

So when we 
carried a report on 
the continuing 
interest in taxidermy, a picture of a 
stuffed lion proved striking. 

But there was perhaps no more 
striking an image this year than the 
one we are all so 


familiar with - that 
picture of Claire 
Tiltman. The fact 
that, finally, her 
killer had been 
found guilty and 
was set to serve a 
lengthy jail term 
was greeted with 
relief by the entire county. 



Lukehurst The Furnishers, Winter sale is now on! 

You'll find everything reduced with up to 25% off famous brands. 

Regarded as a leading home furnisher in Kent for over 40 years, you can buy with confidence and 
receive the personal touch from a family run business. 

So if you're looking for great savings on a new sofa, dining table, a bed, bedroom furniture, 
carpets flooring or soft furnishings, then visit Lukehurst The Furnishers Winter Sale 
now on in Rainham and Sittingbourne. Martin Lukehurst - Managing Director 


For festive opening times visit: 

www.lukehurst.co.uk 


Sittingbourne Retail Park, 
Mill Way, Sittingbourne 
ME10 2XD Tel: 01795 430299 


Famous Branc 


82-84 High Street, Rainham 
ME8 7JH 01634 236956 


G Plan, Ercol, Himolla, 
Hypnos, Vi Spring, 
Ercol, Parker Knoll, 
Duresta 
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IWo sides of the 
political divide 
discuss 2015... 

Ukip leader Nigel Farage and Kent Green Party 
chair Stuart Jeffery on what lurks in the year ahead 

A S WE enter a year 
where politics will 
surely dominate, 
we thought who 
better to cast an eye 
over what is to come than signifi¬ 
cant figures from the two fast- 
emerging political parties of 
2014? 

While Ukip may have stolen all 
the headlines, the Green Party 
has been growing quietly too, 
convincing an increasingly disil¬ 
lusioned Left to join them. 

Both are likely to make signifi¬ 
cant gains come May 2015. 

So in the Purple Corner, we 
have Nigel Farage. The charis¬ 
matic leader from Westerham 
who goes into the new year with 
an increasing chorus suggesting 
he and his party may have hit a 
peak they will struggle to emu¬ 
late in 2015. 

And in the Green Corner there 
is Stuart Jeffery - chairman of the 
Kent branch of the Green Party 
and the Green candidate in the 
general election for the Canter¬ 
bury constituency. 

The first up to give you his 
view is the man who has per¬ 
haps defined the year in poli¬ 
tics - Nigel Farage... 
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A NOTHER year is over 
already. I’d ask, 
“where does the time 
go?” but I know 
where it went for Ukip this year. 

Thanks to our growing 
membership and activist base, 
this year included: winning the 
European elections, obtaining 
two MPs in the House of Com¬ 
mons, and nearly winning a 





third in Heywood and Middle- 
ton. It has been no quiet year. 

But I’m supposed to talk to 
you about 2015 - which is an¬ 
other exciting year. But not just 
for the reasons you might think 
I’m going to mention. 

Actually, historically, this 
coming year is incredibly sig¬ 
nificant for Britain. 

Firstly, it is the 800th anni- 



• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 


Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 
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WATERLOO: Nigel Farage wants to see major events to mark its anniversary 


versary of Magna Carta; the great charter 
which guaranteed the basic freedoms of the 
British people. I’m told that sadly, British chil¬ 
dren are today scarcely educated on the docu¬ 
ments that established the rights of “free men” 
as it was then framed. 

But the significance of Magna Carta cannot 
be overstated. It made clear that the rights of 
Englishmen were not to be further encroached 
upon by King John. It set in train the idea that 
nobody was above the law; an idea which has 
been tested through the centuries since, right 
up to the present day, but which is the bedrock 
of our liberties and freedoms. And in it lies 
much of the fighting spirit of the UK Independ¬ 
ence Party - though rather than battling a 
potentially tyrannical monarch, we find our¬ 
selves at loggerheads with an undemocratic, 
unaccountable ruler in another form: the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. 

The second thing I’m very interested in wit¬ 
nessing is the 200-year anniversary of the 
Battle of Waterloo - a huge, decisive victory 
for Britain and her allies which left Europe 
with 50 years of peace. 

Britain, as a strong, independent nation, 
alongside those allies, managed to bring an 
end to 20 years of terror waged by Napoleon 
and create a period in which the British Em¬ 
pire flourished. We fought against a hegemo¬ 
ny, then as now. 

Unfortunately, in a desperate attempt to not 
“offend” anyone, Tory ministers have decided 
in their great wisdom not to commemorate 
this in any way. In contrast, the Belgians are 


spending £20m on restoring the battlefield, 
and other commemorative events. 

The victory itself was incredible, and sadly 
cost so much in lives and blood. 

The sacrifices made by, in the Duke of Wel¬ 
lington’s words, a “very weak and ill-equipped 
army” represent one of the most important 
events for freedom in Europe, and rank up 
there with the defeat of Hitler - an observation 
made by historian Peter Snow, who said: “If 
there’s one moment in history - other than the 
defeat of Hitler - that every citizen of Europe 
should be encouraged to commemorate, it’s 
the day the Battle of Waterloo decided the 
shape of our continent for a hundred years. It 
was the final climax in the titanic struggle be¬ 
tween the French Emperor Napoleon and the 
rest of Europe. Waterloo was one of the bloodi¬ 
est and most decisive battles ever. It was the 
last great conflict of the age of the sword, can¬ 
non and musket in western Europe. And it 
was one of the first battles to be widely report¬ 
ed in detail by hundreds of those who fought 
in it on all sides. They provide us with an un¬ 
precedented commentary on the human face 
of battle 200 years ago. Waterloo 200’s mark¬ 
ing of this bicentenary gives us a unique op¬ 
portunity to study one of the most seismic 
events in world military history.” 

And speaking of battles - I think the third 
most interesting event of 2015 for me would 
have to be the general election campaign, 
which may well become the most historic elec¬ 
tion in modern memory. 

Everyone thought that 2010 was riveting, 
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given that we had no clear winner, and all 
the coalition negotiations and horse-trad¬ 
ing ensued. But actually it is this one that is 
going to be a real chance to make change in 
the United Kingdom’s politics. 

The two major parties, alongside the Lib¬ 
eral Democrats, have presided over a great 
stitch-up in British politics for decades now 
- trying to cling onto positions for them¬ 
selves, while giving power away to unelect¬ 
ed bureaucrats in Brussels. 

If you think about Magna Carta, and the 
Battle of Waterloo, you realise what Britain 
can do when left to its own devices - that is, 
secure freedom for itself and its own citi¬ 
zens, as well as projecting power abroad 
that secures rights and freedoms for others. 

This is in large part why I and thousands 
of others are going to campaign so hard for 
Ukip victories up and down this country 
next year. Britain is the mother of democra¬ 
cy, and in the 21st century should be pio¬ 
neering more transparent and direct gov¬ 
ernance. 

Instead, we’re still debating membership 
of a smoke and mirrors-style organisation 
that is backed by big corporate interests and 
the trumped-up political classes. 

Of course for me personally, the battle of 
South Thanet is going to be of particular sig¬ 
nificance - and from walking around the 
constituency talking to voters, I am confi¬ 
dent that we’re going to give the establish¬ 
ment forces another serious run for their 
money. The question is: are you going to 
help? 

And now the Green’s Stuart Jeffery... 



T HE past 12 months have been a year 
of highs and lows. Globally, it is 
highly likely to be the hottest year 
on record ever, while foodbank use 
and homelessness in the UK have hit record 
levels too. There have been positive highs too. 
As a Green, the surge in our support has been 
very welcome, with our membership dou¬ 
bling this year and polls putting us in fourth 
place regularly over the past few months. 

The lows of the year have to include the 
minimal tax paid by the super-rich, which is 
finally getting acknowledgement, the flood¬ 
ing across the county last winter and the 
austerity measures that continue to cut pub¬ 
lic services and support for the vulnerable in 
society. 

In November, the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change released its most 
stark report yet, telling the world that cli¬ 


mate change is set to inflict “severe, wide¬ 
spread, and irreversible impacts”, a warning 
that is falling on deaf ears despite global C02 
levels hitting an all-time high and world 
temperatures being about to break yet an¬ 
other record. 

The reaction of governments around the 
world? December’s climate talks in Lima 
have ended with a vague commitment that 
all countries should reduce carbon emis¬ 
sions. 

The impacts of the continually rising tem¬ 
peratures are being felt across the planet, 
with wildfires, droughts and floods. While 
climate change will hurt poorer and low-ly¬ 
ing countries the hardest, we are not going 
to escape the effects. 

Here in Kent, we saw some of the worst 
flooding in living memory last winter and 
these floods have been clearly linked to cli- 
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Reduce your energy bills and transform 
your property with External Wall 
Insulation Systems 


ORDL 

INSULATED RENDERS 



Visit our website to view completed and current EWI projects in your area 


• Thermal Insulation keeps 
solid walls warm, condensation 


• Maintenance and Decoration Free 

• 25 Year Guarantee 


free and protected from wind, rain • Reduces Heat Loss 


and frost 

• Reduce fuel costs by up to 50% 


• Increases aesthetics and value to 
the property 


Fully Insured • 25 Year Guarantee 


Website: www.rdlplaster-render.co.uk 
Email: enquiries@rdlplaster-render.co.uk 
Tel: 01622 735888 Mobile: 07709 439966 
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DANGER: Air pollution causes nearly as many deaths as smoking, the government says 


mate change. Climate change is set to be¬ 
come the defining issue of our age. 

And it is not just global issues that have 
marked 2014. This year almost one million 
people have used foodbanks across the UK, in 
a country deemed the sixth richest in the 
world. The Trussed Trust, which runs the 
largest foodbank network, suggests that this 
is just the tip of the poverty iceberg. 

There are now more than 60,000 house¬ 
holds living in temporary accommodation, 
20 per cent more than in 2010 - a figure that 
must surely shame us. Add to this the con¬ 
tinually increasing house prices, up 12 per 
cent this year alone and double their 2002 
levels, plus rent increases outstripping in¬ 
come, and you have a recipe for disaster. Ac¬ 
cess to a stable home seems to be rapidly dis¬ 
appearing for many, as people are priced out 
of the market. 

There are so many more examples where 
Government has failed that 2014 needs to be 
branded as the year that the country finally 
agreed that politics is broken. 

As we head into 2015, we need to make 
this the year we start to fix it. 

There are calls from many quarters to re¬ 
form our so-called democracy. 

Whether it was as a result of the Scottish 
referendum, which will hopefully bring more 
devolution to the regions as well as Scotland, 
or calls for a constitutional convention to 
consider what needs to be done to make gov¬ 
ernment more representative, the calls for 
reform are very welcome. 

But there are dangers ahead which will 
scupper reform. 

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) won’t just be bad for the 
NHS, it will be bad for the country. It will un¬ 
dermine our laws and let US companies sue 
our government. 


There is a long fight ahead, with most po¬ 
litical parties backing TTIP despite its affront 
to democracy and government. 

I want to make two predictions for the new 
year. First an easy one: the coming General 
Election will be one of the most interesting 
ever. The three-party political system is 
starting to crumble. 

We’ve all seen Ukip’s win in Rochester and 
doubtless they will make other gains in May, 
but the Greens are going to make a huge im¬ 
pact too, including in Kent. 

Secondly, the emerging environmental 
problem of 2015 will be air pollution. 

While fracking, flooding, climate change 
and the disappearing natural world will con¬ 
tinue to be at the forefront of campaigns, the 
impact on people’s health of air pollution will 
begin to register. 

Low estimates put the annual death toll 
from air pollution at 29,000 each year in this 
country and just last week the chair of the 
Government’s Environmental Audit Com¬ 
mittee said that it causes nearly as many 
deaths as smoking. 

Finally, as we are heading into the Christ¬ 
mas break, a time when we should be with 
friends and family if we can, I wanted to 
share with you an important answer to an 
important question: How to be green? A 
friend gave me the answer many years ago: 
just consume less, share more and enjoy life. 
■ What do you think the new year 
holds for the Greens, Ukip or, for that 
matter, the other major political 
parties? Especially how they’ll per¬ 
form in the county. 

Share your views and join the debate. 
Write to The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 

Or email us your opinion. Send it to: 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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GREAT PRICES - GREAT CHOICE 




Lazboy Sophia leather 
3 seat manual reclining sofa 
Usually £2079 Sale price £1549 


Alkam corner seating 
Usually £1745 Sale price £1395 


Ode extending dining table and 4 chairs 
Usually £1349 Sale price £979 


GPIan Chloe 3 seat sofa in C grade fabric 
Usually £1514 Sale price £1135 


CHRISTMAS OPENING Wednesday 24th December, 9am to 4pm, Closed Christmas Day & Boxing 
Day, open Saturday 27th December 9 am to 5.30pm, Sunday 28th 10am to 4pm, Monday 29th & 
Tuesday 30th 9am to 5.30pm Wednesday 31st 9am to 5.30pm, New Years Day 10am to 5pm 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON 

Great Prices - Great Choice 




Sherborne Keswick 2 seat manual recliner 
Usually £1325 Sale price £1060 

Keswick static chair Usually £555 Sale price £439 


Cintique Sophie 3 seat sofa 
Usually £1225 Sale price £979 


Nasons King size Worcester 1450 pocket 
spring, 2 drawer divan set 
Usually £1099 Sale price £799 


Alstons Ixworth 3 seat sofa 
Usually £1495 Sale price £1095 



Easy Parking - Free Local Delivery (Ts &Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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The 2015 election provides your 
chance to make a real difference 


In a special New Year message for Kent on Sunday, the Bishop of Dover calls on candidates and voters 
to remember the importance of compassion for the needy as we prepare to go to the polls next May 


T HE media recently carried 
news of school nativity pro¬ 
ductions with additional 
characters joining the man¬ 
ger scene, such as Elvis, 
footballers, starfish or sprouts. 

Whilst these characters do not ap¬ 
pear in the Biblical recounting of Jesus’ 
birth, they can provide an interesting 
and entertaining twist to the story. 

Of course, if nativities strictly fol¬ 
lowed the Christmas story, audiences 
would have to wait a very long time 
for the three kings to arrive. 

The Bible describes them as arriv¬ 
ing 12 days after Jesus was born, 
which Christians celebrate as Epipha¬ 
ny on January 6. 

However doting a parent or grand¬ 
parent we are, I cannot imagine most 
of us could wait 12 days for the chil¬ 
dren acting these characters to ap¬ 
pear on stage. 

It is only in Matthew’s Gospel that 
we learn about the visit by the Kings 
(also known as the Magi). King Her¬ 
od, disturbed by news of the birth of 
Jesus, asked the Magi to find the baby 
Jesus and report back to him. 

But when the three Magi saw Jesus, 
they were ‘overjoyed’ and they wor¬ 
shipped him; they recognised he was 
indeed a king greater than any they 
had met before, and they left by a 
route that avoided King Herod. 

With Christmas over, the Christmas 
tree packed away, wrapping paper in 
the recycling box and New Year’s reso¬ 
lutions in hand, it is easy to forget 
what happened next to Jesus. 

Joseph, Mary and Jesus do not re¬ 
turn to their home comforts in Naza¬ 
reth. They cannot just get on with 
their lives. 

30 Week ending December 28,2014 


Instead they have to flee Israel to 
escape the death threats of King Her¬ 
od. Matthew Chapter 2 tells us that 
the young family remain in Egypt un¬ 
til Herod dies, at which point they 
can safely return to Israel. 

Jesus was therefore a child refugee. 
If he was alive today, he would be one 
of around eight million child refu¬ 
gees, who along with a further nine 
million adult refugees have been for¬ 
cibly displaced worldwide. 

These people flee violence, oppres¬ 
sion, hunger and war. 

They flee to different countries, of¬ 
ten to camps where physical condi¬ 
tions are terrible, because they have 
no other option. 

In Jesus’ refugee status we see that 
God is present when humans suffer. 
God could have chosen to come to 
earth in human form and live 
amongst kings and leaders. 

Instead he chose to be born to a 
poor, vulnerable and displaced family. 

Our political leaders, who are a 
world away from being poor, vulner¬ 
able and displaced, face re-election 
this May. 

As I suspect the news agenda for 
the early part of 2015 will be domi¬ 
nated by the General Election, I have 
two simple prayers. 

One is that those standing for elec¬ 
tion do not forget poor, vulnerable 
and displaced people. 

The second is that we, the elector¬ 
ate, engage fully in the political proc¬ 
ess, keeping in mind those who are 
without a voice. 

Along with others, I am uneasy 
about some of the discourse of politi¬ 
cal leaders and candidates, about 
people in our society who are per¬ 



DECISIONS :The Bishop of Dover calls on us to vote with care in 2015 


ceived to be worthless. 

I refer here (although not exclu¬ 
sively) to people with disabilities, 
families that work but remain below 
the breadline and must suffer the in¬ 
dignities of using foodbanks, children 
born to ‘workless’ families whose life 
chances are curtailed by dint of their 
birth, those released from prison 
without the rehabilitation support 
they need, people who are homeless 
and people who have come to this 
country as economic immigrants or 
as refugees. 

Each and every one of these people 
KEA 


is considered precious by God and 
loved by God. 

In the Bible we discover that Jesus 
talked a lot about the blessedness of 
those who were homeless, sick, poor 
and disabled. 

In Matthew 25:37-40, Jesus ex¬ 
plains that in feeding the hungry, 
welcoming the stranger and visiting 
the sick, we are helping Jesus himself 
and treating less fortunate people 
with the love and care that God be¬ 
stows on everyone. 

I believe that the majority of our 
MPs and county councillors are al¬ 


truistic and honourable. 

Most have a genuine desire to serve 
their communities and most work 
hard to improve our society. 

But I am sad to say that there are 
some who, rather than accepting 
their responsibility for vulnerable 
people in society, seek instead to use 
them as scapegoats for the problems 
our country faces. What can we do 
about that? 

We must vote - if we do not vote and 
we do not engage with local and na¬ 
tional politics we risk two things. 

We risk decisions being made by 
leaders who do not represent the peo¬ 
ple and who make decisions that put 
parts of our society at further disad¬ 
vantage. 

Once you give up your democratic 
right to vote, you also give up your 
right to complain. 

By not engaging with politics we 
also risk allowing vast sections of our 
shared life to be influenced by a minor¬ 
ity voice derived from a small number 
of people - people with a fixed agenda, 
or a particular axe to grind. Before we 
know it, decisions are made based on a 
minority who wish to impose their 
will on the majority and in the process 
our shared life is damaged. 

So this New Year, as we celebrate 
the visit by the three kings and we re¬ 
flect on the transformational impact 
that the vulnerable and poor baby Je¬ 
sus had on these three rich leaders, I 
offer my two prayers. 

I hope you will join me in praying 
that poor, vulnerable and displaced 
people are not forgotten by those 
standing for election, nor forgotten by 
those exercising their voting rights. 

I wish you a blessed New Year. 
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£12,503 

62 

NISSAN JUKE 1.5 DCI TEKNA SDR 33,440 miles 

£12,583 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.6 N-TEC 5DR 30,418 miles 

£7,942 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.4 N-TEC 5DR 25,299 miles 

£8,072 

11 

NISSAN NOTE 1.6 N-TEC 5DR 15,464 miles 

£8,252 

61 

NISSAN NOTE 1.5 DCI TEKNA 5DR 16,398 miles 

£8,912 

61 

NISSAN QASHQAI 1.6 ACENTA 5DR 14,873 miles 

£11,183 

61 

NISSAN QASHQAI+21.6 ACENTA 5DR 18,364 miles 

£12,623 



58 Reg Nissan 
Qashqai 2.0 
Acenta 5dr 

43,775 miles 

£ 9,554 


61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCIN-TEC 5DR 36,172 miles £12,793 

62 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI ACENTA 5DR 15,356 miles £12,823 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC 5DR 33,180 miles £13,033 

11 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC 5DR 20,460 miles £13,037 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI N-TEC 5DR 25,303 miles £13,353 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 1.5 DCI TEKNA5DR 35,919 miles £13,742 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+21.5 DCI N-TEC+ 23,341 miles £14,296 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+21.5 DCI N-TEC+ 5,290 miles £15,073 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI+2 2.0 DCI N-TEC 33,102 miles £16,801 

61 NISSAN QASHQAI 2.0 DCI N-TEC 5DR 8,320 miles £16,841 

11 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.0 DCI TEKNA 5DR 29,582 miles £17,711 

13 NISSAN X-TRAIL 2.0 DCI N-TEC+ 5DR 17,786 miles _ £20J41 


PEUGEOT 


61 PEUGEOT 2071.6 HDI ACCESS 5DR 50,645 miles 
61 PEUGEOT BIPPER 1.3 HDI TEPEE S 12,107 miles 
12 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.6 HDI TEPEE 14,315 miles 


RENAULT 


£6,931 

£7,733 

£10,662 


61 RENAULT CLIO 1.6 GT LINE TOMTOM 13,057 miles £7,692 

61 RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.6 EXPRESSION 6,712 miles £9,362 

11 RENAULT GRAND SCENIC 1.5 DCI DYNAMIQUE 17,167 miles _ £10332 


SKODA 


61 SKODA FABIA 1.2 S5DRDSG 10,360 miles _£8,842 


SUBARU 


64 SUBARU BRZ 2.0 SE2DR 77 miles £21,501 

64 SUBARU XV 2.0DSE PREMIUM 5DR 1,300 miles £25,451 

64 SUBARU OUTBACK 2.0 D SX 5DR 1,001 miles _£27^943 


VAUXHALL 



61 VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 SE5DR 16,240 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 22,242 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.41 VVT SRI 5DR 15,416 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.41 VVT EXCLUSIV 15,088 miles 
61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 19,219 miles 

61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 9,993 miles 

M7CPM VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 5,685 miles 

13 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT ENERGY 4,225 miles 

63 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 12,583 miles 

14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.61 VVT SE 5DR 12,234 miles 

63 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.7 CDTI ECO 15,178 miles 

13 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.61 SRI 3DR 11,808 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.01 S5DR 32,162 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.21 ACTIVE 3DR 14,557 miles 
11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.213DR 36,865 miles 

13 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.21 ENERGY 3DR 8,596 miles 

11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 SE5DR 14,017 miles 

12 VAUXHALL C0RSA 1.41 ACTIVE 5DR 8,293 miles 

14 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SXI5DR 8,525 miles 


63 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.61 VVT 
SE 5dr 

13,671 miles 

£ 11,084 

£7,452 

£8,989 

£9,082 

£9,121 

£9,832 

£10,092 

£10,661 

£10,950 

£11,094 

£11,904 

£12,344 

£12,981 

£7,042 

£7,794 

£8,132 

£8,144 

£8,333 

£8,614 

£9,302 



13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra GTC 1.41 
Sport 

8,700 miles 

£ 11,494 


14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SXI5DR 8,144 miles 

£9,312 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SE5DR 12,996 miles 

£9,372 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SE5DR 12,000 miles 

£9,412 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SE5DR 9,829 miles 

£9,522 

13 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.213DR 19,813 miles 

£9,533 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SE5DR 8,839 miles 

£9,562 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 11,692 miles 

£9,623 

63 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 12,290 miles 

£9,623 

63 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 9,494 miles 

£9,743 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SRI 3DR 8,814 miles 

£9,753 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 12,079 miles 

£10,642 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 10,208 miles 

£10,722 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,703 miles 

£10,752 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,452 miles 

£10,762 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 9,019 miles 

£10,782 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 8,648 miles 

£10,802 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 7,680 miles 

£10,842 

14 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 (A/C) SRI 6,019 miles 

£10,912 

11 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 22,965 miles 

£10,474 

12 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 23,400 miles 

£10,941 

13 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SE 5DR 21,060 miles 

£12,383 

62 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SE 5DR 9,454 miles 

£12,652 

62 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI SRI 12,377 miles 

£13,944 

13 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI ELITE 18,297 miles 

£15,413 

14 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTI TECH LINE 6,664 miles 

£18,971 

61 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.41 EXCLUSIV 5,250 miles 

£8,711 

61 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.7 CDTI SE5DR 12,570 miles 

£9,122 

62 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 CDTI (A/C) 20,451 miles 

£11,184 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 SRI 5DR 47,853 miles 

£8,233 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIV 24,655 miles 

£9,282 

13 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 EXCLUSIV 5DR 14,636 miles 

£9,572 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIV 5,473 miles 

£9,732 

11 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7CDTI DESIGN 15,647 miles 

£9,832 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7 TD ELITE 5DR 20,928 miles 

£10,203 

61 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.7CDTI ELITE 29,322 miles 

£10,304 

62 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.61 VVT DESIGN 18,434 miles 

£10,404 

13 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.61 VVT DESIGN 9,121 miles 

£11,354 

14 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 3,492 miles 

£16,622 

14 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTI SRI 5DR 5,504 miles 

£17,103 


13 Reg Vauxhall 
Insignia 2.0 
CDTI Tech Line 

13,000 miles 

£ 14,174 



VOLKSWAGEN 


61 VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 MATCH 3DR 30,723 miles 

61 VOLKSWAGEN POL01.4 MATCH 5DR 13,419 miles 


VOLVO 


61 VOLVO S40 2.0 SE LUX 4DR 45,237 miles 
61 VOLVO S40 2.0 SE4DR 10,356 miles 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. 
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11 Reg Ford Fiesta 1.6 

TDCi Titanium 3dr 28,584 miles 


63 Reg Ford Focus 

1.0 Zetec 5dr 11,329 miles 


11 Reg Mercedes-Benz C Class 2.1 CDI 

25,679 miles 


£ 9,024 £111934 £18,064 



60 Reg Hyundai Santa Fe 07 Reg Kia Sportage 

2.2 CRDI Premium 20,863 miles 2.0 CRDI XS 5dr 69,005 miles 

£ 15,990 £ 7,401 


Old banger or even a bike, push it, drag it or tow 
it to Barnes Auto Store and we’ll give you £1500 
minimum part exchange allowance for it when you 
buy any Auto Store used car. Or, if you bring in any 
unwanted Christmas gift, we’ll give you £500 cash 
back! It’s so easy and there’s so much value, anyone 
would think it’s Christmas. 

£1500 minimum part exchange allowance or £500 
cash back, what a gift from Barnes Auto Store. 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 


i 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Terms and conditions apply, see dealer for details. Offer ends 11th January 2015. 
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Sharp rise in number of children 
getting behind wheel of a vehicle 

But don’t worry - this is all completely legal and helping to drive forward a new generation who have 
already developed a strong road sense before they turn 17. Chris Murphy looks at the phenomenon 



A CLASSIC moment in the 
transition from child to 
adult must surely be the 
moment when you are 
allowed to finally get be¬ 
hind the wheel of a car. 

But for the 17-year-old, the costs 
associated with motoring can come 
as a rude awakening from the dreams 
of freedom on the open road. 

Not only are there driving lessons 
to finance, but then the small issue of 
insurance too, which can comforta¬ 
bly eclipse the cost of buying a second 
hand car. 

Once those hurdles are met, 
though, there remains the fact that 
learning to drive is still a sometimes 
long, drawn out process. 

All of which is seeing many parents 
and grandparents take steps to make 
the process a little smoother. 

And that means getting their loved 
ones behind the wheel of a car, legal¬ 
ly, long before their 17th birthday. 

The Young Driver School is a na¬ 
tionwide organisation with 30 sites 
across the country - including one at 
the Bluewater shopping complex. 

For those aged 11 and over, lessons 
of 30 minutes or an hour can be 
booked to get you ready and used to 
the basics of driving. 

A spokesman for the company said: 
“This is one of our most popular ven¬ 
ues. 

“They have created a great train¬ 
ing area next to the multi-storey car 
park, with give ways, T-junctions, a 
beginners’ area and dedicated zones 
for parking and manoeuvres.” 

34 Week ending December 28,2014 


Parents can wait and watch from 
their hospitality double-decker bus. 

Kim Stanton helped launch the 
company five years ago after findings 
from Sweden showed young drivers 
who had early lessons were 40 per 
cent less likely to get into an accident. 

She told us: “If you start learning 
something from a younger age over a 
longer period of time, you are going to 
be better at it, like learning a lan¬ 
guage or playing the violin. 

“Our students are more receptive to 
learning as they don’t have pre-con- 
ceived ideas and will absorb the infor¬ 
mation we provide. They also under¬ 
stand road safety more. 

“We have found our former stu¬ 
dents are also less likely to have a 
crash in their first six months. It is a 
small reduction down from a nation¬ 
al average of 10 per cent to nine per 
cent, but it is heading in the right di¬ 
rection. Any improvement is a good 


improvement. 

“I would like to see a better driving 
test too. 

“Youngsters who have had at least 
three sessions with us can do more 
advanced lessons where they can 
simulate joining a motorway and do 
some avoidance breaking.” 

Brands Hatch is one of the nation’s 
best known racing circuits. So where 
better than its famous Grand Prix 
loop to get to grips with the complexi¬ 
ties of driving? 

Especially after they took delivery 
of a fleet of Mini cars, which provide 
some considerable appeal to their 
younger audience. 

Explains a spokesman at the cir¬ 
cuit: “Demand is high - places are 
usually taken up quickly, and we’re 
adding new dates all the time to meet 
this. 

“We’ve also started running taster 
sessions at big race events, which are 
KEA 


proving to be popular. 

“YoungDrive has two aims - firstly 
to teach driving skills away from the 
public road so that the child’s first 
driving lesson isn’t in a daunting and 
potentially hazardous environment. 

“Secondly, the emphasis is on hav¬ 
ing fun - it’s a driving experience for 
children as much as a valuable teach¬ 
ing tool. 

“Since 2009, demand for Young- 
Drive has doubled. 

“YoungDrive takes place on part of 
the racetrack away from other vehi¬ 
cles so that the driver has the chance 
to familiarise himself or herself with 
the driving environment.” 

So what do they actually learn? Af¬ 
ter an in-car briefing on what all the 
controls do, the driving skills covered 
include moving off and stopping; 
steering through cone configura¬ 
tions; clutch control and its purpose; 
changing gears; and building up 


speed and steady driving up to 
40mph. 

The spokesman added: “All our in¬ 
structors are Driving Standards 
Agency-approved, and standards are 
the same as those for driving schools. 

“We also have a YoungDrive Plus 
experience for YoungDrive graduates 
who want to have another go at the 
wheel and go deeper into the skills 
needed to drive carefully.” 

“We hear parents all the time when 
they bring their children along 
moaning that they never had any¬ 
thing like this when they were learn¬ 
ing. 

“It makes so much sense because 
children learn faster when they are 
younger and most find this experi¬ 
ence really exciting and are deter¬ 
mined to do well. 

“They fact that they have come 
along in the first place usually means 
they really want to take in every¬ 
thing our instructors have to offer.” 

So what’s the cost of these lessons? 
Perhaps not as expensive as you may 
fear. 

A two-and-a-half hour session at 
Brands Hatch, which includes around 
40 minutes of driving, costs £79. 

Meanwhile, a half-hour lesson at 
Bluewater will be £32 or just under 
£60 for an hour. 

It may prove to be a small price to 
pay now, if it means your teenager is 
already a few strides ahead when it 
comes to the never-easy task of tak¬ 
ing driving lessons - and learning to 
be a responsible, safe and skilled road 
user. 
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i he best bed and furniture 
Winter Sale is now on! 


Best quality. Best prices. Best service. Guaranteed. 
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Wells Bedding and Interiors 

44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells TNI 1XF 

01892 535555 

www.weMsinteriors.co.uk 
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Cuts leave rough 
sleepers in the cold 


A homelessness charity says it is struggling to cope with a 
rise in the number of those needing its help, and a drop in 
the funding to do so. Sarah Linney speaks to Canterbury- 
based Porchlight about the challenges it faces at this time 
of year and the future for those living on our streets. 


A CHARITY which helps 
rough sleepers in Kent to 
get off the streets and 
turn their lives around 
says people are being left 
homeless for longer because of gov¬ 
ernment cuts. 

Porchlight, which provides a vari¬ 
ety of services, including supported 
accommodation, for homeless people 
across the county, says people are 
now having to wait on average five 
weeks, and sometimes months, be¬ 
fore the charity is able to offer them a 
place to stay. 

Two years ago, funding from Kent 
County Council meant it could em¬ 
ploy more than 20 outreach workers 
who would proactively go out and 
look for homeless people and work 
with them to get them help. 

From April next year, that number 
will be down to just four. 


“People are staying out longer as 
the waiting list is getting longer. You 
get people waiting for months to get 
help,” said the charity’s head of youth 
and community services, Chris Cof¬ 
fey. 

“We are Kent’s only outreach serv¬ 
ice and we are supposed to be a bit of 
an emergency provision, so it’s not 
good enough - especially at this time 
of year when it’s so cold. 

“What is hitting us is the fact that 
demand is going up. We funded a cou¬ 
ple of extra positions out of our re¬ 
serves because we needed people on 
the ground. 

“But we are a charity. We don’t 
have endless pools of money.” 

Porchlight also works with church¬ 
es who run winter shelters, offers a 
befriending service, works with land¬ 
lords to help people who have been 
homeless find and stay in private ac¬ 


commodation, and provides practical 
support to sufferers of anxiety and de¬ 
pression with anything from housing 
to claiming benefits. 

One of the cornerstones of its work 
is its 24-hour rough sleeper line, 
which people can phone to report a 
homeless person. These calls provide 
the basis for much of the work done 
by the outreach team. 

“We encourage members of the 
public to tell us if someone is sleeping 
rough and we try to get people out to 
see them as soon as we can,” Mr Cof¬ 
fey said. 

“Even if a lot of people are waiting, 
we will still make contact with people 
so we know where they are. 

“But it is very labour intensive. We 
are managing really tight resources 
and we don’t have the ability to get 
out and make contact as quickly as 
we did. 



FUNDING CUTS: Homeless people may now have to wait months for help 


“When we had a team of people, we 
had a duty system and people could 
be seen that day. Now each person 
covers three boroughs, and the pres¬ 
sure is getting out and finding people. 
Kent has lots of homeless people in 


very rural locations, maybe sleeping 
in the woods, and it takes time to find 
them.” 

The team will talk to the homeless 
person and work with them to try to 
decide what help would be best suited 



I Sissinghurst Castle 

Shake off the cobwebs and kick the leaves with a 
visit to Sissinghurst Castle Garden this January and 
February. Learn more about the history hidden in the 
walls and see behind the garden gate with a Winter 
tour or pop in for some retail therapy and a cuppa. 

Tours run at weekends from 3 January until 8 March 
between 11 am - 3pm. 

The Old Dairy coffee, book and plant shop is open 
seven days a week for you to warm up after a long 
walk around our estate too. 

Sissinghurst Castle Garden, Biddenden Road, Cranbrook, Kent, TNI 7 2AB 
01580 710700 | www.nationaltrust.org.uk/Sissinghurst-Castle 

National Trust 
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to them. 

“We start with a needs assessment, and try 
to get them to be honest about their situation. 
Some people need supported accommodation, 
but some people would struggle with rules and 
sharing accommodation so we try to get them 
into the private rented sector,” Mr Coffey ex¬ 
plained. 

“Going from the street to independence 
doesn’t just mean getting someone into a 
house and saying that’s it. They may need help 
with practical stuff like budgeting, dealing 
with mental health services, or drug and alco¬ 
hol issues. 

“Maybe they have lost a job or relationship 
and just need a bit of help to find their feet. For 
lots of people, employment is the route out of 
this situation, so we do lots of work with people 
when they come into our accommodation on 
basic skills. We have a scheme with Asda 
where people get work placements and mock 
interviews, and sometimes permanent em¬ 
ployment. 

“But more often than not it is just getting 
people out of that mindset. If they have been 
on the streets for a long time, it’s a huge adjust¬ 
ment. We are all human and we find it hard to 
move out of cycles of behaviour - it can take 
years, and sometimes people need second and 
third chances.” 

Gaining the person’s trust can be a slow and 
difficult process, especially if they have be¬ 
come used to their lifestyle. 


“We have had a strong reputation for work¬ 
ing with people who are hard to engage - pret¬ 
ty difficult characters who have been on the 
streets long-term and have mental health, 
drug or alcohol problems,” Mr Coffey said. 

“But it takes time and energy. It’s not as sim¬ 
ple as giving them an appointment and ex¬ 
pecting them to turn up. These are people who 
have not claimed benefits for years and are not 
engaged with any services. It’s about working 
with them day after day, not just giving them a 
card and saying ring us. 

“Canterbury City Council has funded a cou¬ 
ple of extra positions until March - two people 
who are working with rough sleepers who had 
persistently refused to go into night shelters. 

“They spend all their time outside, chatting 
to people, and we have already had some suc¬ 
cess where we have been able to break down 
barriers that have been there for a long time. 
We hope this will continue next year.” 

Ironically, the economic crisis is not only 
driving the cuts to funding, but is causing the 
increase in demand that is putting organisa¬ 
tions like Porchlight under such pressure. 

“There have been changes to welfare on a 
scale that many of us have never seen in our 
lifetime,” Mr Coffey said. 

“We have seen people’s entitlement to help 
reduce, and rising unemployment, and even 
though that’s now levelling out, most of the 
work is insecure, zero hours contracts. People 
don’t have the financial security they would 


have had a few years ago. 

“Relationship breakdowns are one of the major 
causes of homelessness, but that might be the re¬ 
sult of losing a job. And mental health issues can 
make it hard for people to get out of the spiral and 
pull their lives back together. 

“People can lose a private tenancy through no 
fault of their own, for example if the landlord 
doesn’t want to continue renting.” 

He said he did not blame the local authorities 
for the situation. 

“We don’t work in isolation, we work really 
closely with the local authorities, and we know 
what the pressures are,” Mr Coffey said. 

“Councils have had massive cuts and have very 
difficult decisions to make. They are reducing 
their provision and focusing on their statutory 
duties. 

“Rough sleepers - single rough sleepers - don’t 
fit that criteria. They really want to help, but they 
are constrained. 

“And I can only see it getting worse for the next 
few years. We know austerity is going to contin¬ 
ue until about 2018 or 2020. 

But he said that, quite apart from the moral as¬ 
pect, reducing the help available to society’s most 
vulnerable would almost certainly turn out to be 
a false economy. 

“There are consequences to pulling resources 
from one end of the system,” Mr Coffey added. 

“If these people don’t get help their needs will 
just grow and grow, and ultimately we as a com¬ 
munity will have to pick up the bill. 

“What about the cost to the NHS, the social 
care costs? Life expectancy for rough sleepers is 
way below the average.” 

And he said governments needed to think hard 
before making such decisions. 

“It’s about having the evidence before making 
the decisions. I am not convinced that most of the 
decisions around welfare reform were evidence- 
based -1 think they were ideologically based,” Mr 
Coffey said. 

“We have seen a number of people who are 
moving out of an area, or are staying put but in 
real financial difficulty, because of the bedroom 



AUSTERITY: The need for help is increasing 

tax. It’s easy to say ‘we’ll cut from housing’, but 
the truth is a large proportion of people receiving 
housing benefit are working, or are parents. 

“I definitely think there’s been a message that 
there are too many people out there scrounging, 
and yes there are some, but the vast majority of 
people want to move on with their lives, work, 
and bring up families that are healthy and happy. 
Sometimes it’s convenient for governments to try 
to convince people that everyone out there is a 
scrounger, and cut from those places. 

“But there is a need for charities like us. You 
have to look at the growing number of people 
coming to us who we are not able to help in the 
same way as before. That is a worry.” 




Great Danes Bespoke and Flexible 
Wedding packages 







% rr 
Mwi 




• £100k recently refurbished room 

• Outside wedding licensed Gazebo 

• 26 acres of landscaped gardens for photo’s . * 

• Tipi or marquee weddings also available IYI G lC U It 

• Flexible packages for 
individual requirements 

For more information or to book T: 0844 815 9045 
E: csales.mercuremaidstone@jupiterhotels.co.uk 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel, Hollingbourne, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 IRE 



Week ending December 28,2014 37 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


















































bespoke interiors 


www.ianpennick.co.uk 


Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on quality. 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 


1 




-'"i | 
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telephone 01 227 283850 


for free advice 7 days a week 


Studio adjacent to Canterbury Garden Centre 

Canterbury Road, Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LJ 
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ADAPTATION: The children’s 
stage show is adapted from a 
CBeebies TV programme 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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CBeebies adaptation gives important message about protection of the sea 


IN recent years, Richard Lewis has 
become one of the country’s 
leading talents in the creation of 
children’s theatre, adapting and 
directing shows which began their 
lives on TV. 

He was behind three sell-out 
Peppa Pig stage productions, 
LazyTown Live! and Ben & Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. Here he speaks 
about his newest show- Octonauts 
and the Deep Sea Volcano Adven¬ 
ture, adapted from the popular 
CBeebies TV show, which will be 
coming to the Assembly Hall 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, on 
February 4 and 5. 

O: What made you choose 
Octonauts as suitable for a 
stage production? 

A: There are a variety of things 
my team and I look for in projects. 
Perhaps first and foremost we’ve 


got to be excited by it. If we haven’t 
got that, everything else will 
probably fail. Octonauts is a great 
adventure and really suits a stage 
adaptation - visually it’s impres¬ 
sive and it’s got some great 
characters in it. Perhaps most of all 
it’s got an important message to 
deliver: the protection of the seas 
and the natural environment. 

O: How closely do you have to 
work with the original produc¬ 
ers of these children’s TV 
programmes? 

A: It is essential that we have a 
very close collaboration with the 
originators of these children’s TV 
shows. They are the original 
source of enthusiasm, ideas and 
energy for the world that they have 
created and they are the people to 
guide us on the adaptation process. 

Initially, they will send detailed 


information on the characters, the 
environments, the imagery and the 
core values of the show. Then 
follows a brainstorm session where 
we will explore some of the 
opportunities that the live show 
might be able to represent. Armed 
with the ideas from that session I 
will attempt to distil them down to 
a single page synopsis that is viable 
in theatre terms. After some more 
discussion, I am able to write a first 
draft and then finally produce a 
rehearsal script. Work can then 
begin with set designers, lyricists, 
composers and a whole range of 
other people to start exploring the 
ideas of the script. 

O: TV Octonauts is a visual 
underwater feast and full of 
fast-paced adventure. How do 
you represent that? 

A: When turning TV animations 


into stage shows you have to be 
true to the core material and with 
Octonauts, the fast-moving 
adventure is a critical part of that. 
It is important therefore to ensure 
these elements are an integral part 
of the stage show. To do this we use 
a mixture of formats that include 
large-scale projections to represent 
the sea and show the scale of 
adventure the Octonauts are 
undertaking. For action in the sea 
we also use a mixture of black light 
and UV puppetry. We have 
costume characters which 
accurately reflect the shape and 
size of the screen characters. But 
crucially, we make sure the 
costume characters have mouths 
that can speak directly to the 
audience so that we can include 
natural interactivity with the 
families watching. 

Continued on KEA 41 
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Made in Norway 
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EXTRA SAVINGS 

ON SELECTED LEATHERS 


within our Heritage Sofa Colour Collection* • See instore for details 
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Bennett £>Brown 

21-24 Windmill Street, Gravesend 
Kent DAI2 IAS 
Tel 01474 352235 

www.bennettandbrown.com 


44 High St, Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TNI 1XF 
T: 01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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THE OCTONAUTS -DEEP SEA VOLCANO ADVENTURE : The show will be performed in Tunbridge Wells 


O: Do you prefer directing 
children’s theatre productions to 
more ‘grown up’ theatre pro¬ 
ductions? 

A: Perhaps the thing I like the best 
about directing the children’s shows 
is that I also get the opportunity to 
adapt them in the first place and 
then direct them in the rehearsal 
room afterwards. With the ‘grown 
up’ shows you tend to be given a 
script that has been written by 
someone else and you apply a 
directorial interpretation to someone 
else’s work. 

In the case of the children’s shows, 
you are applying your own interpre¬ 
tation to your own adaptation. In 
this way, you are able to develop the 
ideas that you had at the script stage 
even further when you come to 
present them visually on stage. 

Perhaps the other exciting thing I 
find about children’s shows is that 
there is always a level of interactivity 
with the audience that you don’t 
have with the ‘grown up’ shows. 

Also, as everyone tells you, 
children can be your harshest critics. 
If they are bored or unhappy they 
will stand up and run around or just 
make a noise so one of the greatest 
challenges is often to find the focus 
for their concentration levels and 
ensure that they are continually 
engaged by the show. This is a real 
challenge. 

O: Do you have to use your 
inner child to transfer the 
production from screen to 
theatre? 

A: Every adult still retains an 


inner child; it just depends on what 
access that adult has been able to 
retain to that child over the years. 
When I was young I’m sure I was 
always an inquisitive child and 
always wanted to know why things 
happened, what made things work, 
why was the sea blue and how do the 
stars sparkle, and although in my 


adult life those questions have 
changed I still retain an inquiring 
mind about everything around me. 
Hopefully also I’ve retained a sense of 
humour and imagination. These 
things together have allowed me to 
look at the adaptations, the script 
and stage work through the eyes of a 
child. 


Tickets for The Octonauts - Deep 
Sea Volcano Adventure range from 
£11.50 to £15.50. 

Performances will take place at 
The Assembly Hall Theatre at 1pm 
and 4pm. 

For more information on tour 
venues, dates and times please visit 
www.octonautslive.co.uk 



IMPORTANT: The show gives a 
message about protecting the sea. 



EXCITING : There is a level of 
interactivity with the audience. 


To advertise 
here call 

01233 653461 
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No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 
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CRAYFORD 9 

GREYHOUND TRACK 
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GREAT NIGHT OUT! 

Raise £250! 

-50 FREE TICKETS 
-RAISE UP TO £250 
- PRIZES TO BE WON ON NIGHT! 

- EASY AND COST FREE 
AVAILABLE DATES AT CRAYFORD.COM 
OR CALL: 01322 318494 

Stadium Way, CraySord, Kent DAl 4HR 



23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 
AS SEEN • 


BOOK NOW X. Jgc 

01474 322131 *" 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 

www. overcliffehotelkent .co.uk 



[Famil y P»y» B 

Turn UpV Drive 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 
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Handyman v- ? 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322/ 
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TOY & 
TRAIN 
SHOW 

Hawkinge Community Centre 

Heron Forstal Avenue, Hawkinge, Kent, CT18 7FP 

Saturday 3rd January • ioam-2pm 
60 stalls plus a train layout • Tables: 6ft £25 

ADULTS £2 :14-17 £1: CHILDREN FREE 

Free parking plus refreshments at show 
www.srptoyfairs.co.uk 
07739 998012 / 01322 662729 
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Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 / 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 
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usic leaend Elton John will be nlavina Detlina 


The star will perform a host of songs from his critically acclaimed Goodbye Yellow Brick Road album 


S UPERSTAR Sir Elton John 
celebrated his wedding to 
David Furnish after they 
converted their civil part¬ 
nership into a marriage at 
the weekend. 

The star-studded ceremony was 
held at their estate in Berkshire and 
guests included David and Victoria 
Beckham, David Walliams and musi¬ 
cian Ed Sheeran. 

The newlyweds, who have two 
sons, Zachary and Elijah, posted im¬ 
ages of the day on Instagram. 

The happy couple have been to¬ 
gether for 21 years and became civil 
partners in 2005. 

The musician is set for a busy year, 
and will soon be embarking on a Eu¬ 
ropean tour. 


And fans in the county will have a 
chance to see the music legend when 
he performs in Kent in May. 

The star will be performing at the 
Kent Event Centre at the Kent Show- 
ground in Detling on Sunday, May 
31. 

The performance will be his first in 
the county since his open air show at 
Canterbury’s St Lawrence Ground 
back in 2006. 

Speaking about the upcoming per¬ 
formance, he said: “My band and I are 
very much looking forward to re¬ 
turning to Kent. 

“I cannot believe it’s been eight 
years since we last played there ... too 
long! 

“The fans have always made me 
feel very welcome during my several 



PICTURE : Getty Images/Mark 
Metcalfe 


shows in the county, and I can’t wait 
to bring our show to the Kent Event 
Centre.” 

He added: “I am sure we will all 
have a fantastic time.” 

Other shows that the star has per¬ 
formed in the county include one at 
Leeds Castle. 

He will run through his most popu¬ 
lar hits at the Detling show. 

The set list will include a host of 
iconic songs from the musician’s criti¬ 
cally acclaimed Goodbye Yellow Brick 
Road album, which recently celebrat¬ 
ed its 40th anniversary with a deluxe 
edition, as well as classic tracks from 
throughout his five-decade career. 

One of the top-selling solo artists of 
all time, he has sold more than 250 
million records worldwide and has 


played more than 3,500 concerts in 
80 countries. 

Alison Wallington, event centre 
manager for the Kent Event Centre, 
said: “We host many public events 
each year, from garden shows to 
Christmas parties. 

“But I know that the addition of the 
Elton John show will prove to be a 
firm favourite with all our customers 
and the community of Kent.” 

Tickets for the Elton John concert 
cost between £44.50 and £88.50 and 
they are available to buy now. 

To buy tickets online, please visit 
either www.axs.com or www.ticket- 
master.co.uk. 

Alternatively you can call the 24- 
hour credit card hotline on 0844 847 
2441. 


Novelist to give talk 

NOVELIST Peggy Riley will be a guest 
speaker at the Horsebridge Centre, 
Whitstable, on January 20. 

She will give a talk detailing her journey 
from first draft to publication as well as 
providing practical advice for writers. 

The talk is part of the WhitWord: Love to 
Read, Love to Write programme. 

It will take place at 7.15pm and tickets are 
£2 on the door. 


Chilling play on stage 

I THE bestselling work of novelist Peter 
James will be making its way to The 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford, from January 14 
to 17. 

Dead Simple is the adaptation of his most 
famous and popular book to date. 

The all-star cast includes Holby City’s Tina 
Hobley, Hollyoaks bad boy Jamie Lomas and 
Coronation Street star Gray O’Brien. 

Visit www.orchardtheatre.co.uk to book. 


New take on a classic 

ONE of Shakespeare’s darkest plays 
will be given a very contemporary 
twist when Tara Arts brings Indian move¬ 
ment and music to Macbeth. 

The performance is set in a modern Asian 
family, where ambition, treachery and 
prophecy combine to deadly effect. 

The play will be at the Theatre Royal, 
Margate, on March 6 and 7 at 2pm or 7.30pm. 

Call 01843 292795 for tickets. 


Hit musical at Marlowe 

STAGE sensation Jersey Boys will be at 
The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, 
from January 20 to 31. 

The smash-hit musical tells the real life 
story of four boys from the wrong side of the 
tracks who invented their own unique sound 
and sold millions of records worldwide. 

Performances will be at 2.30pm and 
7.30pm. Visit www.marlowetheatre.com for 
more details ot to book tickets. 
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To advertise your 
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01233 653461 




We would like to wish all our customers a very 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year 


Not a customer? Call our 
friendly team for a free no 
obligation survey & quote 
for your home or business. 

Make 2015 a 
secure year for you 

• Intruder alarms • CCTV • Fire Alarms • Fire extinguishers 
• Emergency Lighting • Access Control 


Howfield Response Ltd, Suite 1, Young Brothers Complex, East Kent 
International Freight Terminal, Hernehill, Faversham ME13 9EN 

T: 01227 458999 E: info@howfield.com 
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B no drama 

NO HASSLE 
NO FUSS 
NO STRESS 
NO PARKING 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 

1 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 I £120 

, 2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 


13007 

For more i 

nformation on onr services go to: 

3700 

www.c 

:on nect i o n s4yo u _ net 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of our 

4» 5 and 6 night stays 

in lovely Newquay ,n 
Picturesque Cornwall 

(P ^t Plans are available) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west. Find us on 

■ i Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www. connections4you. net 
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Be warmed by beauty of the Arctic 



FULL OF LIFE : Polar bears and icebergs define the landscape on an unforgettable trip to the Arctic 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Svalbard 

by Sarah Marshall 


U WHEN you get back home, 
friends will probably struggle 
to understand what you’ve 
been through.” 

It’s quite some introduction to a two- 
week holiday, but I know our tour lead¬ 
er, Paul Goldstein, is right. Svalbard, a 
mountainous archipelago in the High 
Arctic, has that effect on people. 

It’s a pristine, precious place, and 
anyone who comes here will leave 
wanting to protect it, in the same way 
a mother has an instinctive urge to 
coddle a vulnerable child. 

Scenes switch from the Arctic 
desert of Torellneset, where thigmo- 
tactic walruses snuggle together on 
shingle beaches and diminutive pur¬ 
ple saxifrage grow in ancient whale 
graves, to the brilliant 30m ice cliffs 
of Brasvellbreen, calving to form a 
sea of Slush Puppy. And most dramat¬ 
ic, vital and fragile of all - the sea ice, 
a lifeline for many of the species who 
manage to survive here. 

And it’s ice that we’re searching for 
as we steady ourselves on the stern of 
Russian research vessel the Vavilov, 
accompanied by stiff-gliding fulmars 
catching a ride on rising air currents. 

But it’s not an easy task. This year, 
ice cover in the Arctic fell to its fifth 
lowest level on record. Most affected 
by this alarming development are po¬ 
lar bears, marine mammals that rely 
on floating hunting platforms to 
catch seals, their main prey. 

By the time we arrive, many have 
already been forced north and east, 
away from the bio-productive conti¬ 
nental shelf where they should be 
congregating at this time of year. 

But of all the ships currently navi¬ 
gating Svalbard, we have the best 
chance of striking lucky with bears. 
Wildlife photographer Paul has char¬ 
tered the Vavilov and its esteemed 


One Ocean crew, and is joined by Last 
Chance To See TV personality and 
conservationist Mark Carwardine. 
Together, they bring knowledge, ex¬ 
pertise, good - and often bad - hu¬ 
mour to the table, and an unfaltering 
dedication to deliver. 

Easing into our new environment, 
we take a Zodiac cruise to Brepollen, 
a large glacial deposit at the head of a 
fjord in Hornsund. Above us, lenticu¬ 
lar clouds are forming, like eddies 


whirling in the cool katabatic winds 
sweeping off the glaciers. 

There are an estimated 20,GOO- 
25,000 polar bears worldwide, but if 
climate change continues at the cur¬ 
rent rate, there’s a risk we could lose 
66 per cent of that population within 
the next 40 years, so when we do fi¬ 
nally spot a bear, we’re relieved, most 
of all, to discover he looks healthy. 
With 24-hour daylight, sightings can 
happen at any time, and as we ap¬ 


proach 80 degrees north in the early 
hours, an alert goes out over the ship’s 
tannoy, with Paul screaming at any¬ 
one who’s dared to waste five minutes 
by changing out of their pyjamas. 

The reward, though, is worth it. A 
divan of fresh snow softens the blow 
of a bruised, aubergine sky, and be¬ 
hind a frozen cushion rests a buttery 
yellow blob. As we slowly approach, 
drifting through a mosaic of splin¬ 
tered ice, he raises a padded nose to 


TRAVEL FACTS 

Sarah Marshall was a guest of 
Paul Goldstein (www.paulgo- 
ldstein.co.uk) and Exodus 
Travels (www.exodus.co.uk; 
0845 287 7578). 

In 2015, Paul Goldstein and 
Mark Carwardine will be 
running two 12-night trips to 
Svalbard on June 21 and July 2, 
with prices starting from 
£3,899 per person, excluding 
flights. 


the air and acknowledges our arrival. 
And there are more cubs too. 

The Arctic is full of life, a fact con¬ 
firmed on a trip to Diskobukta, a bay on 
the island of Edgeoya. 

With landings only possible before or 
after high tide, few people are able to 
visit, but the crew rises to the occasion 
yet again. 

The headliner here is a narrow 
canyon, where thousands of black¬ 
legged kittiwakes nest. Quarrelsome 
residents of an overcrowded high rise, 
they squawk and squabble for terri¬ 
tory, with the less fortunate sent cart¬ 
wheeling off ledges and into the jaws 
of Arctic foxes waiting eagerly below. 

The most positive event of all, 
though, is our sighting of a blue whale; 
an animal thought to have vanished 
from these waters after being hunted 
for centuries. 

For the next 45 minutes, 70 guests 
fall silent, trying to anticipate where 
he might next surface. 

Standing alone at the stern of the 
ship, I watch the last pieces of ice drift 
into the horizon, becoming infinitely 
smaller until only calm, uneventful 
sea remains. 

How all too easy it is, I remark to 
myself, for a world to melt away. 


Rubber-faced Carrey returns to Dumb role 



JIM Carrey likes to compare himself 
to evolution. 

“I move slowly, but I definitely 
move,” says the rubber-faced funny 
man, on why it’s taken two decades 
for the follow-up to 1994’s Dumb And 
Dumber to come to fruition. 

“I was never planning on doing a se¬ 
quel, but people never left me alone. 
They just kept after me, wanting to see 
another one, and then I watched it 10 
years ago. I’d seen bits and pieces a 
number of times, but this time, I sat and 
watched it and was laughing. I couldn’t 
believe some of the stuff we did. 

“I was like, ‘Gosh, I really like these 
guys, maybe the world needs them’. 
Plus the world leaders were calling 
me,” he quips, wafting his hand 
around. “They said, ‘There’s unrest, 
we need your help’.” 

This is as animated as the 52-year- 
old, casually dressed in light cargo 
trousers, T-shirt and bomber jacket, 
with his hair standing on end, gets 
during our time together, which is 


something of a surprise, given his 
larger-than-life performances in the 
likes of Ace Ventura, Liar Liar and 
The Mask. 

Today he’s calm, quietly spoken, 
and listens intently to questions be¬ 
fore giving thoughtful answers. 

Peter Farrelly, who along with his 
brother Bobby directed the original and 
the sequel, describes Carrey as “a genius”. 

“More than people know,” says Far¬ 
relly. “We sit down with him and go 
through the script line by line. It’s un¬ 
believable what he adds. Then, after 


we’ve shot the movie, we ask him to 
come into the edit room because he’s 
so smart. I have the highest admira¬ 
tion for the man.” 

Carrey admits he had “lots” of in¬ 
put on the script. “I can’t keep my 
hands off stuff and come up with as 
many insane things as I can possibly 
think of. I just spew and they go, ‘In¬ 
appropriate... Appropriate’.” 

His work ethic comes from “being ab¬ 
solutely desperate to make something 
interesting happen in every scene”. 

“I have a lot of partners in crime 



RETURN : Jim Carrey 

with me on this one, particularly Pete 
and Bob, who are just a different ilk of 
people. They’re the oddest leaders 


you’d ever want to follow,” the actor 
explains. 

“The Family Guy writers also 
jumped in for a while and had some 
fun with it. But a movie like this is not 
talking about what happens, it’s about 
setting things up and playing them 
out to the fullest, so the audience say, ‘I 
can’t believe they’re doing that’.” 

Fans of the original movie will 
know what to expect; a lot of slapstick 
and toilet humour. The idiotic Lloyd 
Christmas (Carrey) and Harry Dunne 
(Daniels) might be 20 years older but 
they’re as daft as ever, this time criss¬ 
crossing the country to find the 
daughter Harry never knew he had. 

Explains Carey: “There’s no ego 
with them. They’re completely au¬ 
thentic about their lives. It’s like 
when you watch children, and you’re 
relieved by the fact they’re selfish at 
times and they cry when they want to 
and they laugh when they want to, 
and it’s the same with these guys. It’s 
the same kind of animal.” 
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Raise a glass to some top bubbly 

By Sam Wylie-Harris 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


TOAST: Celebrate the dawn of 2015 in style with one of these cracking champagnes 


NEW Year’s Eve is one of those magical 
moments when only champagne will do. 

So see in 2015 with some of these 
classy bubbles - there’s something for 
everyone, from budget-conscious 
champagne lovers to those who like 
to celebrate with a flute of something 
more fancy. 

A catchy name that’s easy to 
remember (but not related to the 
fashion brand), French Connection 
Brut Champagne NV (£11.99 from 
£13.99, until January 5, Bargain 
Booze) is lively and bright with a 
toasty, fruity freshness from start to 
finish. 

The bestselling brand in France, 
Nicolas Feuillatte Brut NV Cham¬ 
pagne (£15 from £31.99, from now 
until January 6, Tesco) is always a 
crowd pleaser with its fresh, floral 
nose, medium fruit intensity and 
nice, nutty finish. 

Lidl’s French wine section is going 
from strength to strength this 
holiday season, and with nuggets 
such as Comte de Senneval, Cham¬ 
pagne Grand Cru Brut, France 
(£17.99, Lidl) - made from grand cru 
grapes from the finest vineyards - re¬ 
tailing at less than £20, this could 
lay the foundations for a New Year’s 
Eve party with plenty of panache. 

A gold medal winner at the 
International Wine Challenge (IWC), 
Tesco Finest Vintage Grand Cru 


Champagne 2007 (£24.99, Tesco) is 
a blanc de blancs made from 100 per 
cent chardonnay. It’s rich and 
harmonious with a bready, toasty 
nose, delicate pure fruits and an 
underlying minerality on the long 
finish and has the potential for 
further ageing. 

Cited by some wine critics as 
possibly the best-tasting rose 


champagne in the world, the delicate 
fruit flavours in Billecart Salmon 
Rose Champagne (£59.35, www. 
amazon.co.uk) are enhanced by the 
addition of Pinot noir made as red 
wine in the blend, which adds 
another dimension to an elegant rose 
that caresses the palate with 
raspberry fruit flavours and a 
splendid finish. Simply divine. 


And finally, if you’re looking for 
something well made and a little 
unusual to mark the New Year, 
Thienot Cuvee Garance Blanc de 
Noirs Champagne 2006 (£66.25, 
www.aduv.co.uk) is a vintage 
champagne made from the black 
grape Pinot noir which will satisfy 
even the most demanding cham¬ 
pagne lover. 




CHEERS: Bag some top bubbly 



HOLLYWOOD AND BOLLYWOOD NIGHT 


LIVE DJ 

£25.95/Person 


New Year's Eve Dinner & Dance 



NEW YEAR'S EVE RESERVATIONS 
THE SWAN HOTEL & TEQUILA JACKS 
59 HIGH STREET, HYTHE KENT CT21 5AD 
V 01303266236 


No Chimney? 

No Problem.. 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 

Brands: 

• Hunter • Avalon • Cleanburn • Arada • Villager 
• Firestorm • Romotop • Termatech • Firebelly 




Supply and installation of all types 
of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 
• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 
1 NACS registered chimney sweep 
• Hetas registered installer 



© 01634 855098 

43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 I LG 


www.medwaystovesandfires.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Focus on airport 
enterprise zone 


BACK in March, the previous 
owners of Manston Airport 
suddenly announced their shock 
plans to consult staff on possible 
closure. 

As the Thanet District Council 
leader at the time, I immediately 
tabled motions to two crucial 
high-level meetings concerning 
extension of the Enterprise Zone from 
Discovery Park to cover the airport. 

I pointed to the Robin Hood Airport 
- Sheffield City Region Enterprise 
Zone as a practical example. 

Within two days, Thanet 
Regeneration Board supported my 
proposals, which were also warmly 
welcomed by a dozen council 
leaders from across Kent. 

Taking advantage of the 
gathering momentum, I also had 
included in my emergency motion 
to both meetings, not just a bid to 
cover the airport, but to also to 
cover the Richborough corridor 
and Manston Business Park. 

With multi -authority and 
cross-party political support 
attained, Government was 
consequently asked to extend the 
current Enterprise Zone to cover 
Thanet as part of the final draft of 
the Kent and Medway Growth Deal. 

The document called for 
Government to consider extending 
the Enterprise Zone precisely as per 
my request. 

It also asked Government to 
permit Thanet District Council to 
retain 100 per cent of business rate 
receipts within the zone. It further 
proposed the allocation of £3.5 
million in Local Growth Fund 
finance to support commercial 
development and additional 
SEFUND investment. 

Whether or not the airport can 
be saved, attaining Enterprise Zone 
status for Manston and further 
investment in the area have to be 
key objectives for 2015. 

Cllr Clive Hart, 
Cliftonville 

Let’s end calling 
our days names 

COULD I please get some assur¬ 
ances that as we move into January 
we will finally see the end of every 
day having some silly name? 

From Black Friday to Panic 
Saturday, there was no day in 
December which didn’t seem to 
have a name for some reason - nor¬ 
mally connected to an effort to 
shift more sales at shops. 

It was all rather American and 
not very British. 

Quite frankly I can live without 
any more Frantic Fridays, Troubled 
Tuesdays, Thicko Thursdays or 
Satisfying Saturdays, or whatever 
they were called. 

However, I fear there’s always a 
Blue Monday lurking somewhere 
in January - or is it February? - 
when everyone feels blue. 

Who knows when it is, and more 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 




Concerns over the 
future of our roads 


I WRITE out of concern for parts 
of the Infrastructure Bill now 
progressing through Parliament. 

This complex bill covers a 
number of subjects. 

The part I am concerned with is 
a section being slipped through 
quietly with little publicity or 
discussion, which gives every 
appearance of being the start of a 
sell-off and even contains clauses 
that allow for our highway 
network to be split up between 
different companies - that would 
have the right to charge tolls to 
users in the future. 

The Bill attempts to make the 
Highways Agency into a company 
with powers to charge tolls on 
England’s national highways - 
the strategic road network. 

This would break the promise 
in the Coalition agreement to rule 
out tolls and any preparation for 
tolls in this Parliament. 

We already pay more than £50 


to the point, let’s not remember. 

TimHibbert, 

Maidstone 

Don’t lose your 
temper at shops 


I WOULD like to wish your readers 
a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. For many this is 
always an exciting time, but we 
know it can be frantic trying to get 
everything ready for the big day. 

I want to gently remind your 
readers to remember that shop- 
workers are people as well. They 
will be working really hard to make 
your shopping experience as 
stress-free and enjoyable as possible. 

A recent survey showed that 
every minute of the working day a 
shopworker is verbally abused, 
threatened with violence or 
physically attacked. 

Shopworkers report that 
incidents are more frequent 


billion a year in motoring taxes, 
but only around £15 billion of this 
is spent back on our roads. 

There is no case for increasing 
this burden through tolls. 

The Transport Select 
Committee was unconvinced of 
any benefit in turning the 
Highways Agency into a 
company, and instead calls for the 
current organisation to be better 
managed. 

The public has paid for 
England’s roads several times over 
and they should remain in public 
ownership and management. 

I think that the Infrastructure 
Bill needs amending to remove 
proposals to charge tolls and any 
change in the Highways Agency’s 
status beyond perhaps a little 
independence and budget control. 

Ian Taylor 

Director, the Alliance 
of British Drivers 


throughout the Christmas and 
New Year period when shops are 
busier, customers can be stressed 
and are more likely to take out 
their frustration on staff. We saw 
examples of this during Black 
Friday events. 

Talking to our members who 
work in retail, I know that verbal 
abuse cuts deep. Many will go 
home after a shift upset about an 
unpleasant incident that took place 
at work that day and worried that 
it will happen to them again. 

That is why Usdaw, the shop- 
workers’ union, is running a 
Respect for Shopworkers cam¬ 
paign, asking customers to ‘keep 
your cool at Christmas’. 

It’s a simple message, but 
remembering that shopworkers are 
working extra hard at this time 
and treating them with respect will 
mean that everyone can have a 
happier Christmas. 

John Hannett, 

General secretary, Usdaw 


Avoid meat after 
latest report 

A NEW report published by 
Animal Aid entitled The Uncount¬ 
ed Dead: Farming’s Unofficial 
Victims reveals for the first time 
that an estimated 43 million 
animals die on British farms each 
year before reaching slaughter. 

These animals are killed by disease, 
fire, traffic collisions, extreme 
weather and wanton neglect. 

The suffering and deaths of these 
animals are an inalienable part of 
modern farming and are widely 
regarded as ‘acceptable losses’, 
such that the vast majority aren’t 
even recorded by officials. 

If this appals your readers as it 
appals me, they may wish to 
consider leaving meat off the menu 
this new year. 

Ben Martin, 

Animal Aid, Tonbridge 

We need to ease 
foodbank issues 


THE launch of the ‘Feeding Britain’ 
report earlier this month confirms 
what many of us have known for 
some time. 

The huge rise in the use of food- 
banks demands immediate and urgent 
action. It’s not scaremongering; the 
facts are now plain for all to see. 

These people are trapped. 
Trapped in a perfect storm of rising 
food prices and energy costs that 
outstrip household income. These 
families have no choice but to 
approach foodbanks for help or be 
swallowed up by debt as they try to 
support themselves. 

The report also highlights 
families in crisis facing benefit 
delays of up to 13 weeks, which is 
further compounding the problem. 
With more than a quarter of 
Britons having no money set aside, 
people have no choice but to turn 
to foodbanks or payday loans to 
make up their shortfalls. 

Foodbanks should not be seen as 
a cure for the startling problems the 
most vulnerable face, but the signal 
that something must change. 

Simon Hopkins, 
Chief executive, Turn2us 

Surely it’s time 
for Ukip to go 

IN A week which has seen Nigel 
Farage’s party once again face a 
controversy over comments made 
by one of their councillors, should 
we now not be praying they are 
shown the door in 2015? 

No other party has members who 
say such appalling things and yet 
somehow emerge untarnished. 

But the novelty is over now. They 
are a joke of a party and anyone with 
any sense needs to reject them now. 

Rosie Sprigg, 
Canterbury 
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Seasalter 

by Anthony Pear, 
Tunbridge Wells 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


THE FRANCE 
B SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 
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If you love France, why not 
visit The France Show 
at Olympia, London 

The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the 
very best of France - food, wine, property, holiday ideas, 
travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from 
top chefs, listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your 
French skills at the language seminars and pick up some local 
specialities at the French market. 

There's so much to experience; we look forward 
to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 
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JHtwd&i {fate 


Newly opened Indian Restaurant 

The Royal Standard, Ashford Road 
Bethersden, Kent TN26 3LF 

01233 820800 

01233 820280 www.mumbaigate.co.uk 



COME AND TASTE OUR CHEF'S SPECIALS, 

WITH A GREAT MANAGEMENT TEAM YOU CANNOT GO WRONG. 

We also do a Sunday Buffet from 12:00^17:30 

Eat as much as you like for £9.95 
AND UNDER 10s FOR £6.95 

Celebrate New Year s with us, with our Dinner & Dan< 
Bollywood Theme 

IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, DANCE OR JUST HAVE A SIMPLE MEAL,ITT 

Mumbai Gate 

This New Year s we will have a choice of 4 set menus, prjc 

WHICH WILL INCLUDE STARTERS, MAINS, SIDES AND COFFEE. 

Live DJ until late. (New Years) 

We cater for Parties, Weddings, Outdoor Catering an 

IMPORTANTLY TAILOR EVERYTHING TO YOUR NEEDS. 
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VI SPRING 


LONDON 


5 THE PANTILES ■ TUNBRIDGE WELLS ■ KENT T N 2 STZ - TEL 01 892 5 I 5099 
OPEN I Oa m-6 p m MON-SAT ■ STORES NATIONWIDE ■ andsaiobcrf.co.uk 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 


BEDSTEADS 


MATTRESSES - DIVANS * FURNITURE * BEDLiNEN - ACCESSORIES 
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CITROEN SELECT APPROVED USED VEHICLES 


We are the proud winners of the 'Manufacturer Used Car Website of the Year' prize at the 2014 Car Dealer Magazine Used Car Awards. We are also recognized as being highly 
commended for 'Manufacturer Used Car Scheme of the Year' for the Citroen Select Approved Used programme and 'Used Car of the Year' for DS3. 


Call or email us today quoting special offer code: APPROVED 1 


MODEL 

COLOUR 

MILEAGE 

REG 

PRICE 

MODEL 

COLOUR 

MILEAGE 

REG 

PRICE 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 3-Door Hatchback 

Llpizzan White 

33,507 

GF12 VDZ 

£5,995 

C3 1.4 HDi 8V (ZObhp) VTR+ 5-Door Hatch 

Shark Grey 

3,315 

GD14LPO 

£10,495 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

White 

16,554 

GJ12 LLK 

£6,295 

DS3 1.6 e-HDi 90hp DStyle Airdream 3-Door 

Gris Shark Metalic 

8,295 

FM13 DXY 

£10,495 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 3-Door Hatchback 

Botticelli Blue 

15,057 

HK1 2 TYX 

£6,495 

C3 1.2 VTi VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Polar White 

50 

GN64RCO 

£10,995 

Cl 1.01 68 3-Door Hatchback Connexion 

Caldera Black 

8,334 

BN62 VNJ 

£6,995 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (70 bhp) VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

4,954 

GF63 LDK 

£10,995 

Cl 1.01 68 VTR 5-Door Hatchback 

Gallium Grey 

7,332 

GJ1 3 NDD 

£6,995 

DS3 1.6 e-HDi 90 hp DStyle + Airdream 3-Door 

Belle lee Blue 

15,529 

HJ62 OSF 

£11,595 

C3 1.41 HDi VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey Metallic 

33,519 

GK12 WZP 

£6,995 

DS3 1.6 e-HDi (110 bhp DSport Airdream 3-Door 

Polar White 

16,993 

YY12 UFV 

£11,595 

C3 1.4 1 6V (95bhp) Exclusive 5-Door Hatchback 

Belle lie Blue 

25,868 

GK12 XAD 

£7,295 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

6,101 

GK14 KTK 

£11,695 

C3 1.4 HDI 8V (ZObhp) VTR+ 5-Door 

Manitoba Grey 

31,568 

GL62 HYU 

£7,995 

C3 1.4 HDi 8V (70bhp) VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

4,249 

GD14LPN 

£11,795 

C3 1.2 VTI VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel Grey 

5,802 

LY13 HVZ 

£8,695 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8VVTR+ 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

3,525 

GF14KUD 

£11,995 

C4 1.6 e-HDi 16V (110bhp) VTR+ Airdream 

Fluid Grey 

26,711 

GJ11 AAK 

£8,995 

C4 Picasso MPV 5-Door 1.6 HDi (1 lObhp) Platinum 

Arctic Steel 

16,476 

KY62 HVC 

£11,995 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI 8V VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

10,273 

GU62 ZJK 

£8,995 

C3 1.4 HDi 8V (70bhp) VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

2,154 

GM14 FBV 

£11,995 

C3 1.6 eHDi (90bho) Airdream Exclusive 

Arctic Steel 

10,442 

GK61 NMX 

£8,995 

DS3 1,6VTi 1 20hp DStyle 3-Door Hatchback 

Arctic Steel 

953 

CE63 SRO 

£12,295 

C3 Hatchback 5 door 1,4i VTi 1 6V (95bhp) VTR+ 

Hickory Brown 

6,367 

GX13GZK 

£8,995 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ 5-Door Hatchback 

Shark Grey 

5,147 

GF14 KSZ 

£12,695 

C3 Hatchback 5-Door 1.2 VTi VTR+ 

White Pearlescent 

2,256 

GJ63 UJU 

£8,995 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 110 BHP DSPORT Airdream 

Ink Blue Metallic 

2,151 

GM14FBJ 

£12,795 

DS3 Hatchback 3-Door 1.6 VTi 120hp DStyle + 

Polar White 

20,255 

GF61 ZDV 

£9,495 

Berlingo Estate 1.6 HDi (1 10bhp) 5-Door 

Shark Grey 

75 

GC14NXS 

£12,995 

C4 Piccasso MPV 5-Door 1.6 HDi (110bhp) VTR + 

Nocciola Metalic 

28,837 

HK11 KVZ 

£9,495 

C4 Picasso MPV 1.6 HDi (1 lObhp) 5-Door 

Kyanoss Blue 

9,005 

KM13ZWJ 

£12,995 

C3 Picasso 5-Door 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive 

Cherry Red 

25,872 

GK12 WZG 

£9,695 

DS3 1.6 E-HDI 11 5bhp DSport Red Airdream 

Polar White 

14,139 

WP62 TMX 

£13,495 

DS3 3-Door 1.6 e-HDi 90hp DStyle+ Airdream 

Polar White 

34,749 

VN61 OUU 

£9,695 

C4 1.6 VTi 1 6V 1 20HP VTR+ 5-Door Hatch 

Arctic Steel 

50 

GF64 CXX 

£13,695 

DS3 3-Door 1.6 e-HDi 90hp DStyle + Airdream 

Sport Yellow 

32,992 

LG61 ROH 

£9,795 

C3 1.6 e-HDi (90bhp) Exclusive 5-Door Hatchback 

Black Metallic 

10 

GN64 PZX 

£13,995 

Cl 1.0 VTi Airscape Feel Edition 5-Door Hatchback 

Gallium Grey 

1,555 

GF14KUJ 

£9,995 

C4 1.6 e-HDi 16V (11 5bhp) VTR+ EGS 5-Door 

Babylon Red 

8,100 

GF14HTU 

£13,995 

DS3 Hatchback 3-Door 1.6 VTi 1 20hp DStyle Plus 

Polar White 

10,928 

YP13 FKJ 

£9,995 

C4 1.6 e-HDi 16V (11 5bhp) VTR+ EGS 5-Door 

Arctic Steel 

458 

GM14FBF 

£13,995 

Berlingo Estate 5-Door 1.6 HDi 75HP Multispace 

Nocciloa Metallic 

6,062 

GN13TZF 

£10,495 

DS4 5-Door 1.6 e-HDi 11 5 DStyle Hatchback 

Whisper Purple 

10,520 

GN14UDE 

£13,995 

Grand C4 Picasso MPV 5-Door 1.6 e-HDi 1 lObhp 

Iron Grey 

26,560 

HD60 MLL 

£10,495 

C3 Picasso 5-Door 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive 

Pulple Metalic 

50 

GF64 CXR 

£13,995 

C3 5 Door 1.4 HDi 8V (70 bhp) VTR+ 

Shark Grey 

3,114 

GM14FBU 

£10,495 

DS3 Hatchback 3-Door 1.6 e-HDi 90bhp DStyle Pink 

Perla Nera Black 

100 

GM14FAF 

£13,995 


CERTIFIED QUALITY OUTSTANDING VALUE 


• ONE YEAR'S WARRANTY • HISTORY AND MILEAGE GUARANTEES 

• 112 POINT PREPARATION • 30 DAY EXCHANGE SCHEME 

• THIS PACKAGE WORTH OVER £600! 


ciTROEn ‘select, 

APPROVED USED 


BARRETTS CITROEN 01227 866266 

Westminster Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 1YY www.barrettscanterbury.citroen.co.uk 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 
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PROGRESS: New 

Discovery Sport aims 
to do for the Land Rover 
brand what the Evoque 
has done for Range 
Rover’s profile 




Discovery puts mg 
Land Rover on ton form 


L AND Rover’s arrival in 1948 opened 
up a sales arena nobody had perceived 
outside the military world. 

In the same way that its rugged 4x4 
cars handled most landscapes, the 
British brand conquered most markets. 

Then came the Japanese with equally rugged 
and, importantly, more reliable and well- 
equipped wannabes like the Toyota Land Cruis¬ 
er -1 wonder what inspired that name? 

Land Rover clung on through military con¬ 
tracts and diehard buyers but perennial under¬ 
investment seemed to be sealing its fate. 

Then came cash, first from Ford ownership, then 
takeover by Indian conglomerate TATA - Land 
Rover is riding high again. 

The Range Rover Evoque, a kind of off-roader 
coupe, has been pivotal by trebling its expected 
sales, while the latest Range Rover and Range Rov¬ 
er Sport have more than consolidated Land Rover’s 
luxury sub-brand. 

But what of Land Rover itself? The Discovery 
remains the ultimate go anywhere, five to seven- 
seat off-roader, with high levels of luxury if need¬ 
ed. And LR has clearly decided to trade on that 


car’s reputation by launching the classy looking 
Discovery Sport (from £32,395) in the spring. 

The junior Disco - replacing the Freelander - 
uses the racy Evoque’s underpinnings, but is 
more of a stylish 4x4 family holdall carrying up 
to seven, albeit through fairly cramped seating 
for third row passengers. 

It’s a slippery-looking vehicle, though, for one 


so practical and capable, aimed at retaining 
Freelander fans while attracting would-be Dis¬ 
covery downsizers and new LR recruits. 

LR sister brand Jaguar will launch an all-new 
car about the same time. The elegant Jaguar XE 
will attack that German compact executive sa¬ 
loon trio: the BMW 3 Series, Audi A4 and Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz C-Class. 
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Diesel-ly affordable 

Dacia Sandero Stepway dCi 90 
= from £9395* 


FREE 5-year uuarranty on all dCi versions of 
Dacia Sandero, Sandero Stepway and Logan MCV 




MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT11YY 
TEL 0844 822 7100 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
TEL 0844 822 7094 


WWW.MOTORLINE.CO.UK/DACIA 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the car shown are: urban 61.4 (4.6); extra-urban 76.4 (3.7); 
combined 70.6 (4.0). The official C02 emissions are 105g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 

Fuel consumption and C02 may vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

*Price shown includes delivery to dealer, number plates, 20% VAT, 12-month government road fund licence and £55 first registration fee. Price shown is manufacturer's recommended retail price, which applies to new Dacia vehicles when ordered by 31 December 2014. 
Si Extended warranty applies to model shown for up to a period of 5 years or 60,000 miles, whichever comes first. The extended warranty prolongs the warranty coverage from the date of first registration and expires on the first of the two limits reached. Warranty 
offer provides ongoing protection from mechanical and electrical failure after the standard manufacturer's warranty has expired and is valued at £395. The warranty plan is not transferable to another vehicle, but should the vehicle be sold while the warranty plan is 
still active, the remaining cover transfers to the new owner. Visit shop.dacia.co.uk/product/5-year-extended-warranty for full terms and conditions. Offer available on new vehicles when ordered by 31 December 2014. 


52 Week ending December 28, 2014 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 








Stepway - a fusion of style and need 


Pumped-up version of Dacia’s most junior model is the perfect budget- 
priced successor to the now defunct Ford Fusion... but is it right for you? 


F ORD used to make a 

pumped-up version of the 
Fiesta called the Fusion; a 
good name for a car 
blending supermini and 
MPV, plus a higher ride height. 

Often derided as an ‘OAP-wagon’, it 
must have done well for the blue oval 
brand to survive 10 years, before 
belatedly being replaced by the rather 
more ambitious B-Max mini MPV. 

Fortunately for Fusion fans, 
Renault’s Romanian-based budget 
brand Dacia launched a more direct 
replacement for the Fusion in 2013: a 
high-riding version of its own 
five-door supermini, the Sandero. 

Known as the Stepway, it’s not 
hard to differentiate from a standard 
Sandero, because the Fusion-style 
height is accentuated by 4x4 
add-ons. 

All for show though? Yup. It’s 
front-wheel drive only and there’s no 
real off-road ability, but Stepway 
prices start at a “shockingly afford¬ 
able” £8,395 - to quote Dacia’s 
value-for-money pitch - which means 
a lot of car and presence for your 
money. 

And if you take the Stepway label 
to hint at ease of access then you’re 
not far wrong; the extra height 



makes it a doddle to get into, even if it exaggerates the 
standard Sandero’s bias towards a softer ride and some 
lean on the bends. 

But you won’t be buying the Stepway to hurtle about in: 
this is a car aimed at budget motoring, whether you opt 
for Renault’s advanced 90bhp turbocharged three-cylin¬ 
der petrol engine or tried and tested dCi90 diesel.These 
two show where the real investment has gone, being 
stalwarts of Renault’s own higher-grade models. 


They boast identical outputs and similar performance, 
so which to choose? 

I like the heavier diesel - as tested here - because it does 
settle that relaxed suspension and enhance the driving 
experience, but it adds £1,000 to the price - a lot at the 
budget end of the market. 

Admittedly, it is very frugal - 76.3mpg on the official 
combined cycle, versus 52.3 for the petrol - but you must 
be sure you will recoup your extra £1,000 through its 


Dacia Sandero Stepway 
Ambiance dCi 90 


Price: 

£9,395 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Suzuki SX4 (2WD) 


greater fuel economy. If you’re not, 
go petrol. 

Dacia doesn’t offer a real no-frills 
option on the Stepway, so the range 
starts with what would normally be 
the mid-range Ambiance. 

The brand, after all, has estab¬ 
lished itself on a back-to-basics 
approach to trim levels in order to 
keep prices low. 

That brings a stack of kit you 
wouldn’t expect on a small budget car, 
including the body kit, scuff plates, 
smart roof rails, front fog lights, three 
height-adjustable rear headrests, 
electric front windows, a proper sound 
system with USB and AUX inputs and 
Bluetooth, plus remote controls on the 
steering wheel. 

The interior finish is durable 
rather than luxurious, but it is well 
arranged and there is also a practical 
boot with a 60/40 split folding rear 



WHERE WILL YOU GO WITH 

£500 FREE FUEL? 

AVAILABLE WITH NEW VAUXHALLS' 


Perrys of Sittingbourne 
01795 374046 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


London Road 
Sittingbourne 
ME99AQ 


VAUXHALL 



A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on Corsa Excite and Limited Edition; Astra 5dr/ Sports Tourer Design, Tech Line and Tech Line GT; Mokka Tech Line; Zafira (classic) models or Ampera. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. 
Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/freefuel or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer 
available on eligible new vehicle orders from 27 December 2014 to 12 January 2015. 
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PLANNING 


Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER * ONLINE * ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 0845 671 4460 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two 


hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst 
the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital 
in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical 
facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We 
have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff 

Administrator - Reception OPD (Weekend) 
Margate 

Part time Hours: 12 per week (Sat & Sun) Closing date: 09/01/2015 
Salary: £10.30 per hour 
Qualifications and Experience: 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade 

• Excellent telephone manner 

• 2 years working in a customer services role 

• Excellent IT Skills (Word, Excel, Booking systems) 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 
Caroline McSkeane, OPD Admin Supervisor on 01843 234372 
For a job description and application form please visit 
www.spencerprivatehosDitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Jo Wright, Senior HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245961 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Looking 

fora 

local 

career? 


Find it at 





.co.uk 

• ON MOBILE 


Top I O Tips 

for writing a CV 

Before you send off your CV or upload 
it to a job board you need to be 100% 
confident you are putting your best foot 
forward. 

O Check and double check grammar f /\ 
and spelling 

Q Exaggeration - Don't be tempted to ( T j 
invent qualifications or embellish the [tf j 
extent of your work experience. 


0 

0 


Keep it concise and clear - Less is 
more. Aim for two pages, maximum. 

No repetition - Always check that you 
haven't used the same words for 
describing different skills, work 
experience, or interests. 

Tailor Your CV - Don't be tempted to (~~7\ 
send the same CV to a large number j 

of employers.Tailoring it will give you 
a better chance of success. 


Presentation - Use a commonly used 
font such as Times Roman or Arial 


B Highlight achievements - Remember 
the purpose/goal of the CV is to get 
the interview - it needs to stand out 
and help you sell yourself. 

Q Back up with examples - Try to 
include examples of any skill or 
achievement.This will give an 
employer an idea of how you have 
used your skills. 

Q Use your friends and family - Get 
someone to proof read your CV. 

n "t Keep it fresh - Update your CV u 
JJ whenever you've gained more j 
experience. 


0 

0 



Visit us at WWW.jobs24.CO.uk 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/1314/SH+ - Open Space Albert Road Hythe Kent - Erection 
of 2 No. two storey dwellings with associated access, parking 
and landscaping. 

Y14/1406/SH - Erection of a two storey dwelling and detached 
double garage. 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at http:// 
searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 


Please mention this 
paper when replying to 
SMALL ADS 
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Sport 

Golden year puts 
our stars in focus 


Another great year for our athletes and teams during 2014 



WINNERS: Adam Gemili (above) hit gold, as did Lizzy Yarnold (below, left) 
and Shane Byrne raced to title success once again 


2014: Year in Review 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


AS 2014 dawned there was a sense 
around the county that you normally 
associate with the start of the football 
season. Optimism was the name of 
the game and the sweet smell of suc¬ 
cess was in the air. 

And, sure enough, as we reflect now 
upon the last 12 months, it is fair to 
say that 2015 delivered a great deal. 

Granted, our main football and 
cricket teams may not have delivered 
the success their fans constantly 
crave, but the Gills clung on to their 
League One status, and Kent’s cricket 
team, well, it could have been worse. 

But let’s relish in the triumphs. 
West Kingsdown’s Lizzy Yarnold an¬ 
nounced herself on the global scene 
with gold at the Sochi Winter Olym¬ 
pic Games in Russia as she raced to 
success in the skeleton. It elevated her 
to household name status, and saw 
her ending the year vying for the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year award. 

Just a few weeks later, we were cel¬ 
ebrating again as Chatham’s Char¬ 
lotte Evans helped Kelly Gallagher to 
Paralympic gold in the Super-G event. 
As her guide, she climbed the podium 
with her - and the duo were also in 
the running for the Sports Personalo- 
ty of the Year award. 

Gillingham, meanwhile, ended 
something of a rollercoaster season 
by retaining their League One status 
- although not in any great style, 
winning just two of their final ten 
league games to finish 17th under Pe¬ 
ter Taylor. But with Taylor only join¬ 
ing midway through the season, 
hopes were high that the 2014/15 
campaign would deliver rather better 
returns. The jury remains out on 
that, perhaps. 

After bursting onto the scene in 
2012, Dartford’s young sprinter 



Adam Gemili was becoming only too 
aware that he needed to start turning 
that early promise into something 
more concrete. While discussion over 
whether he should continue in the 
ultra-competitive 100m or focus in¬ 
stead on the 200m continued, he 
opted to continue with both. 

By the time the nation’s eyes turned to 
Glasgow and the Commonwealth Games, 
he proved it was a good gamble. Usain Bolt 
may not have taken part in the 100m, but 
Gemili did and finished second. 

Then, just weeks later, he achieved 
his greatest result yet at the Europe¬ 
an Athletics Championship in Zurich 
when he won gold in the 200m. 

The Kent cricket season is always 
eagerly anticipated, although fans 
tend to travel these days in hope rath¬ 
er than expectation. There was a 
touch of deja vu too this season, as 
Rob Key returned as skipper after 
stepping aside for a season to focus on 
his batting and allowing James Tred- 
well to take the reins. 

But with Tredwell frequently away 
on international duty, Key was re¬ 
appointed. The championship season 



showed flashes of promise before a 
mid-table finish ensued, but there 
was greater hope in the one-day 
game. Kent reached the semi-finals of 
the Royal London One-Day Cup, and 
a Lord’s final was within their reach. 
But a lacklustre performance saw 
Kent fizzle to a six-wicket defeat. 

The county also bid farewell to loy¬ 
al servant and hero of the famous 
2005 Ashes team, Geraint Jones. His 
contract up, he’s opted instead to join 
Gloucestershire, where he’ll be cap¬ 
tain next season. 

On the track, Shane ‘Shakey’ Byrne 
is no stranger to success and so it 
proved again as he wrapped up a 
fourth British Superbikes title this 
year. As he wrapped up victory in the 
second race at Brands Hatch, his suc¬ 
cess crowned another glorious year. 

And as the year closes, our non¬ 
league sides have done us proud too. 
Maidstone United’s FA Cup giant-kill¬ 
ing was a joy to watch, while Dover 
will face Premier League side Crystal 
Palace in January. It will get the new 
year off to a great start. To all our ath¬ 
letes and teams - have a great 2015. 


(7^__ j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT dnorts or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Estonian import quits 
Mos after two games 


ESTONIAN import Ilja Urushev has left the 
Invicta Dynamos just two games after he 
joined the club. 

Urushev said that the standard of the 
NIHL South Division 1, in which the 
Gillingham club plays, was below the 
quality of ice hockey he wants to play. 

Head coach Kevin Parrish said: “I’m 
mystified by what has happened and 
obviously the financial cost to the club is 
substantial. 

“He wanted to be out training on the ice 
every day and playing the vast majority of 
each game but, at our level, that ice time is 
simply not available. 

“His departure is all the more 
frustrating given that Ilja knew the setup 
before flying into the UK just a week ago 
and he now leaves us with another roster 
spot to fill and little in the way of finances 
to make it happen.” 

Parrish said that the club had already 
spent £2,000 on failed transfers of players, 
causing significant financial strain on the 
Mos. 



PARRISH : Frustrated by 
player decisions at the Mos 



TREDWELL : Set to play for his country 

Tredwell delight as he 
gets World Cup call-up 


KENT spinner James Tredwell’s 
international ambitions received a 
further boost when he was picked in 
the England squad for the 2015 Cricket 
World Cup which starts in February. 

The Ashford-born bowler, and 
former Kent skipper, is part of the 
15-man squad named this week. 

The 32-year-old will be hoping to 
impress selectors ahead of a key 
year for England, with the summer 
Ashes series. 

The World Cup takes place in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Tredwell isn’t the only Kent 


cricketer to take to the international 
stage, with team mates Adam Riley 
and Sam Billings set to join the 
England Lions tour in South Africa 
next month. 

Billings, the Kent wicketkeeper 
and Spitfire Player of the Year, will 
join the Lions for two four-day games 
and five 50-over contests against 
South Africa A. 

Off-spinner Riley, a Kent Cricket 
Academy graduate, joins the 
four-day squad. 

The Lions jet off to the southern 
hemisphere on January 1. 


Busy New Year for county’s clubs 


FANS will be hoping their teams 
haven’t over-indulged as the 
county’s clubs kick off 2015 with a 
smorgasbord of games coming thick 
and fast on New Year’s Day. 

Dover will be making the trip to 
Welling’s Park View Road Stadium, 
while Dartford are also on the road, 
travelling to their match against 
Braintree Town. 


Margate will be hosting their New 
Year’s day match against Lewes, 
while Ebbsfleet also stay at home in 
their clash against Chelmsford. 

And there will be a Kent derby to 
savour when Maidstone welcome 
rivals Tonbridge Angels to their 
Gallagher Stadium in what promises 
to be a thrilling Ryman League 
clash. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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To book a Subaru Test Drive contact us today. 


Maidstone Subaru 

Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 9FB 

Telephone: 08433 933 625 

www.maidstonesubaru.co.uk 


Mon-Fri 9am - 6pm | Sat 9am-5pm | Closed Sunday 


Cinrif irfflviriF in Motton 




*Your regular monthly repayments are low 
because it is the nature of a PCP product that 
a significant proportion of the Total Amount 
Payable is repayable at the end of your 
agreement by one large final repayment. 


Subaru XV Crossover 


Going off the beaten track. Handling the roughest 
rural terrain. The Subaru XV will take it all in its stride. 
Sending power to all wheels simultaneously for 
maximum traction and acceleration. In slippery 
conditions, that power is actively distributed to the 
wheels with the best traction. 

And it's equally at home nipping to the local shops 
or bringing the shopping home. So if you want the 
weekends to never end, let the adventure begin. 

From only £199 per month plus deposit and final 
payment with £500 Subaru deposit contribution. 


WORTH OF 
ADVENTURE GEAR 


*■ Slacks 


^Blacks voucher promotion valid with 
le purchase of a new Subaru XV. Vehi< 
lust be registered between 1 st Sept 
nd 31st Dec 2014. For full terms and 
onditions visit subaru.co.uk/xvadventi 


iresentative example 


Representative example relates 
to a Subaru XV 2.0D SE. Vehicle 
shown is a Subaru XV 2.0D SE with 
optional extra of metallic paint at 
an on the road price of £24,495. 


You feel the pull the moment you 
see the curves of the Infiniti Q50. 

But when you get behind the wheel, 
instinct really takes over. Driving 
you to open up the V6 hybrid or 
direct injection turbo-charged Diesel 
engine, and feel the visceral thrill of 
world-first Direct Adaptive Steering. 
To experience connection between 
car and road like never before. 


FOLLOW 

THAT 

INSTINCT 


Welcome to Infiniti Centre Maidstone, 
part of the FG Barnes Group, a family 
owned company with a history 
spanning over 110 years 


Representative Example - Infiniti Q50 2.2 CDi SE 5dr Diesel 

47 Monthly Payments 
1 Payment of 
Deposit or Part Ex Value 
Cash Price 
Amount of Credit 
Interest Charges 

GMFV - Optional Final Payment (Includes Doc & Option Fee) 
Total Amount Payable f 

Borrowing Rate 
Representative 

Excess mileage charge, based on 10,000 miles per annum, 
excess mileage charged at 0.08 pence per mile 


Infiniti Centre Maidstone, Sutton Road, Parkwood, Kent, Maidstone, ME15 9YF, 01622 755531 

Insurance subject to status, terms and conditions apply, ask for full written details. Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions 
apply. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 18s and over. Guarantee I indemnity may be required. 

Model displayed: Infiniti Q505 2.2d 6MT. 170 horsepower 2.2-litre Diesel engine with 400 Nm of torque. Official fuel economy figures for the Infiniti Q50 range in mpg 
(1/100 km): urban 50.4 to 29.4 (5.6 to 9.6), extra urban 76.3 to 53.3 (3.7 to 5.3), combined 64.2 to 41.5 (4.4 to 6.8). C0 2 emission: 114 to 159 g/km. 


Cash price 

£23,995.00 

48 Monthly Payments 

£199.00 

Deposit 

£9,311.00 

Final Payment 

£7,751.00 

Subaru Deposit Contribution 

£500.00 

Total Amount Payable 

£27,114.00 

Total Amount of Credit 

£14,184.00 

Duration of Agreement 

49 Months 

Purchase Fee (included in payments) 

£169.00 

Interest Rate (fixed) 

6.1% 

Acceptance Fee (included in payments) 

£179.00 

Representative APR 

7.1% 
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